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The Society has six new Conservation Cases since the last AGM, slightly fewer than average since I took up the role of Recorder, but an increase on the last few years.
Firstly I have to report on the Norfolk Battle Zone churches. All Saints Stanford, St. Andrew’s Tottington, St. Mary’s West Tofts and St. Andrew’s Langford are the four churches that form what is widely called the Battle Zone Group, on an Army training ground near Thetford in Norfolk. Tottington has good floor ledger slabs as well as at least three 18th-19th century marble wall tablets. West Tofts has several good monuments, the most important though is probably that to Dame Mary Elizabeth Sutton (d.1842) and her infant son, designed by Pugin and executed by George Myers of Lambeth. Langford church is perhaps best known for the large standing marble wall monument to Sir Jacob Garrard of circa 1730, by Christopher Horsnaile, complete with three life-size figure sculptures.

I heard late last year that the churches were no longer the responsibility of the MOD; that they are no in serious danger of being stripped of furnishings and left to ruin; and that The Diocese of Norwich are actively seeking somewhere to move the Garrard monument to. 

I wrote to the Diocesan Secretary in order to establish the facts, and received a reply on the 2nd of October 2024, confirming our concerns. Rather more has happened since then, with rumours at times encouraging and at times not so, but with both myself and architect Ruth Blackman, with whom I have been campaigning, feeling we have done as much as we can at this stage we continue to keep a watching brief.

A very different case is that of Ysbyty Ifan church in Clywd. Here the Society were approached for advice regarding the medieval alabaster effigies and both myself and Maddy Gray have been proactive in giving advice on possible funding sources. I had the opportunity to visit the church in July, whilst working in west Wales, and arranged to meet Society member and expert monument conservator Kieran Elliott, based in Wales, there with the church’s custodians. The Society cannot make direct recommendations of conservators as that could imply bias and possible liability, so this was just an introduction rather than anything more. However yet again the value of a site visit was demonstrated, as we found that although the alabaster effigies were essentially okay, and care required in dealing with some other medieval grave markers, the real matters of urgency we two monuments in the chancel badly affected by water ingress. This was highlighted by our visit, I have liaised with the MBS about the condition of the important 16th century Gethin brass, and I believe that the church are in the process of seeking a professional conservator’s report to help them find a way forward.
The last case I will mention is at Sutton cum Lound church in north Nottinghamshire. Here there are wall tablets in poor condition, including one that has fallen and broken into several pieces. I am shortly to visit at my own expense on behalf the Society, to meet the church’s architect and advise on what might be possible, and how funding might be found. 

As ever, I am always grateful for information or notification of monuments that are thought to be at risk, and collectively as a Society we will endeavour to promote awareness of the issues, suggest sources of grant aid and of expert advice, and to promote good conservation practice.
