In advance of the Annual General Meeting here are some reports – there will be more information at the meeting. In addition, the names of the nominees for Council are Sophia Dumoulin, Wayne Hart and Torquil McNeilage.


Hon Membership Secretary  Mrs Claire Downing/ Dirk Visser
This year currently the total membership stands at 552, a small increase from last year,
and divides in 50 corporate, 502 ordinary, family and student memberships.

The membership breakdown is as follows:
EU Memberships 30
UK Memberships 493
ROW Memberships 29

The bank statements at HSBC, CAF and Pay Pal have being checked for the standing orders and payments, and the databases updated accordingly. This is an ongoing task .
It seems that still many of the memberships have paid the old subscription fee to the old bank account for a second year running. Although we do also have many members who have amended the standing orders to the new CAF bank. 
This  aspect will need constant monitoring, and we will contact these CMS members accordingly.

We currently stand at 142 unpaid memberships.
 
A reminder notice of renewal/nonpayment along with reminders to set up the standing order to the new bank details are again added to the Autumn newsletter. Reminder-letters, or reminder- emails  will be send in November 2025.

People often renew at the time of year that they joined the society and not on the 1st of June renewal date. Therefore, checking the banks accounts is an ongoing process. 

Due to the actions of Donald Trump, no normal post delivery to the USA takes place. Only costly registered post with additional paperwork and import duties can be send.  Therefore, we have to take appropriate action, to be able to deliver the CMS newsletters and CMS journal to our US members. The situation is being assessed and we will act accordingly.

This is my last AGM report as Membership Secretary for the Church Monuments Society.
It has been a privilege, and I wish all the best to my successor who will now take the helm .

I look forward to seeing members old and new at future events as Mark joins council as a Vice President.

Claire hands over the membership secretariat with an upbeat: the membership of the society seems to be slowly increasing again and that is an excellent positive.
In the years, that Claire has run as CMS secretary, the administration has been streamlined
and is now in superb order. Therefore, the switchover should go smoothy. The changes in address, etc., will be communicated in the Autumn Newsletter (DV).

Hon Publicity Officer’s Report – Prof Madeleine Gray
Following discussion at the 2024 AGM, we have moved much of our social media presence from Twitter to Bluesky. We did this with some reluctance, as we had worked hard to build the Twitter account to over 7,000 followers. However, it was becoming increasingly apparent that other high-profile history and heritage organisations were making the move, and we felt we should do it sooner rather than later. The Bluesky account is developing with some determined posting and reposting and strategic following and we already have 548 followers with plenty of likes and reposting. We have not completely deleted our Twitter account and we continue to use it to publicise events. I am grateful to all those who send suggestions and links for posting.

We do have other social media outlets: we also have a Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/3343925989030017, a YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYjecKekCismOHg679yY0mg and a presence on Eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/church-monuments-society-32669221889  for our online lectures. Grateful thanks to Mark Downing, to Elizabeth Blood and to our President Moira Ackers for all their hard work in setting up and running these. 

Our Monument of the Month feature continues popular. The blog continues active, and we have been able to use it to publicise the activities of other groups as well. Monument of the Month and the blog have had some significant notice. A television company, Sharkteeth Films, used some of the images of Llanblethian from a virtual study day (https://churchmonumentssociety.org/2021/02/09/virtual-study-day-in-the-vale-of-glamorgan-part-1-llanblethian) and the photograph of Anne Lake from https://churchmonumentssociety.org/monument-of-the-month/the-tomb-and-effigy-of-anne-lake-1630 is the cover image of Johanna Luthman’s Family and Feuding at the Court of James I: The Lake and Cecil Scandals. We welcome contributions to Monument of the Month and the blog: you can send these to madeleine.gray@southwales.ac.uk – ideally as a document in Word plus a picture as a .jpg file. For Monument of the Month we also need the name of the church so that it can be plotted on the online map. 
John Bromilow’s great Gazetteer of Church Monuments is now off line. It has been archived by the British Library but the archive copy is currently unavailable as a result of the disastrous cyber-attack two years ago. We will update members on this when we have more news.

The Society had a presence at this year’s Leeds International Medieval Congress (the world’s second biggest medieval studies conference and a sort of Glastonbury for medievalists). Our member Lena Wahlgren-Smith organised five sessions at which other members delivered papers, and we had a stand at the Societies’ Fair. It has become apparent that we need improved methods of online and in-person payment, and we are exploring several possible options. 


Hon Archivist’s Report – Dr Ellie Pridgeon
I am delighted to report that the Society’s relationship with the Borthwick Institute continues to be professional and friendly. The Society’s records are stored on a secure server.

Hon. Events Coordinator’s Report – Dr Elizabeth Blood
Since the AGM in 2024, an extraordinarily busy events year has ensued. The two Events roles (online / visits) were separated at last year’s AGM, with Mr Robin Draper kindly stepping forward to organise in-person visits. As he found his feet (and organised a fantastic coach trip in 2025), I continued in both roles and have had the busiest year ever. The pop-up study day in St David’s Cathedral – a joint meeting with The Welsh Stone Forum and organised for us by Prof. Madeleine Gray went well indeed on 05 October 2024 and seemed to be followed rapidly by the sold-out tour of select monuments at Westminster Abbey by Drs Susan Jenkins, Adam White and Roger Bowdler on 07 November. The latter fell amidst the All Hallows’ online lecture series, which featured Cóilín Ó Drisceoil, Roger Bowdler, and Jean Wilson, and concluded with a joint hybrid event with the Mausolea & Monuments Trust featuring Alexander Stoddart. 2025 opened with a visit on 16 April to All Hallows Church, Twickenham, arranged by Hilary Wheeler, and was followed by a pop-up event at Cheam in May that was led by Andrew Skelton and John Phillips and introduced matters relevant to the Symposium later in the year. Robin Draper’s coach tour of churches in Birmingham suburbs on 28 June was a triumph, and led us to the biggest event in years, the Symposium entitled Tombs of the Aristocracy, which we have just held at West Dean College in West Sussex, with visits to Chichester and Arundel. As an aside, my year also included designing two new roller banners for the Society, featuring photographs of monuments taken by CB Newham (with permission). My thanks go to all my fellow Council volunteers who have helped to organise the year’s programme, to all the speakers and guides who have played such a major part in them, and to everybody who came along to enjoy our events, whether online or in-person. An extra thank you goes to Moira Gittos (and Brian Gittos), whose sterling and cheerful work towards the organisation of the Symposium deserves very special congratulation, and whose understanding of how much work goes on behind-the-scenes was heartening. Symposium 2025 should be my swansong in terms of in-person event organisation, but I am about to begin the All Hallows 2025 series online (bookings open), and have speakers lined up for the Spring series for 2026 (see the upcoming Newsletter), so I hope to see you throughout those. Please continue to attend as many events as you can. We look forward to seeing you at the next. 
Hon. Visit Coordinator’s Report – Mr Robin Draper
Work is already underway on visit events for 2026, with another coach tour (expected to be on Saturday 27th June) to take place in Worcestershire. A visit to the church of St Michael and All Angels, Great Badminton is also in advance stages of planning. There are other events being considered, the Events Coordinator (Visits) will give an update at the AGM if possible.

Contact has also been made with officers of the Monumental Brass Society, with a view to discussing the possibility of joint events in the future.

Reports on the Society’s Publications

Dr Andrew Sargent Hon Editor, CMS Newsletter 
The Editor would like to thank all who have contributed to the Newsletter’s success this year.  As always, their contributions have made stimulating reading for our membership – it would be dull without them!

Two issues of the Newsletter have been published in the last twelve months: 40.1 & 40.2.  An Autumn issue (41.1) is due in October.  If you live overseas and have experienced difficulties receiving your copy following recent international changes to postal rules, please do contact the editor.

This is your Society and your Newsletter.  What would you like to see included?  Could you contribute?  Short pieces (up to 3 pages at 400 words per page plus a good photograph preferably in JPEG format) are most welcome.  They do not need to be the polished results of a major research project!  Or if you are researching a topic, try tapping the Society’s collective knowledge by asking a question.

Brief reports on Society events are always of interest and may encourage other members to sign up for future activities.  Organisers are always delighted if an attendee volunteers to write up an event without being asked, so do consider offering.



