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Kevin Almond & Judith Simpson, 2023, ‘The decline of female mourning wear: a case study analyis of Frederic Forster’s Mourning Warehouse 1849–1923 in Leeds, UK’, Costume, 57:2, 219-45

A study of this emporium for mourning clothing, and wider consideration of the reasons for the decline in the symbolic efficacy of such items, and of what they signify to a present-day audience.
N Scott Amos, 2024, ‘The curious case of the misplaced eulogy: the printing history of Matthew Parker’s sermon for Martin Bucer’s funeral’, J Ecclesiastical History, 75:1, 61-73

A textual enquiry into Archbishop Parker’s funeral sermon for the German Protestant reformer Martin Bucer, buried in Cambridge in 1551. A version printed in that year is shown to be greatly superior to the better-known printing of 1587, a retranslation into English of an abridged Latin intermediary.
Jerome Bertram & Elizabeth Gemmill, 2024, Mediaeval Inscriptions: the epigraphy of the County of Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire Record Soc 77 (Boydell & Brewer: Woodbridge. 349pp; 32 b/w illus; ISBN 978-0-902509-80-1; hbk; £35) 

A catalogue of 549 inscriptions in stone, brass, glass and other media, extant and lost, across the historic county of Oxfordshire. This volume complements that by Bertram, published in 2020, on the city and university of Oxford. RCM

Aoife Bhreatnach, 2023, ‘Without a friend? Burial of the destitute poor in Cork, 1830-1900’, Irish Economic & Social History, 50, 40-56
A discussion of funerary culture and burial practices for paupers in Cork, including aversion to the taking of bodies for dissection, responses to famine, and the claiming of corpses by friends and Anglican parishes to avoid institutional burial.
Eileen Chanin, 2024, ‘In memoriam: Flaxman monuments in Oxford’, Georgian Group J, 32, 235-50
An account of three memorials in Oxford by John Flaxman (d.1826), commemorating two colonial lawyers: Sir William Jones (d.1794) and Sir Robert Chambers (d.1803). Two are in University College chapel, and the third (for Jones) in St Mary’s church.
Kira d’Alburquerque et al., 2023, ‘Recent acquisitions (2007-2023) of European sculpture at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London’, Burlington Magazine, Nov. 2023, pp. 1261-3

Includes details of four candle-bearing angels by Benedetto da Rovezzano, intended for the unexecuted tomb of Cardinal Wolsey (d.1530) in Windsor, and later set on gateposts at Harrowden Hall, Northants.

Christene d’Anca, 2024, Medieval Mausoleums, Monuments, and Manuscripts: French royal women’s patronage from the twelfth to the fourteenth centuries (Brepols: Turnhout. 200pp; 34 b/w illus; ISBN 978-2-503-60696-5; hbk; €95)

On the artistic patronage, including of tomb monuments and family mausolea, of Eleanor of Aquitaine (d.1204), her daughters, Marie de Champagne (d.1198) and Matilda of Saxony (d.1198), and queens Marie de Brabant (d.1322), Jeanne d’Évreux (d.1371) and Blanche de Navarre (d.1398). RCM
Lucinda H S Dean, 2024, Death and the Royal Succession in Scotland, c.1214-c.1543: ritual, ceremony and power (Boydell: Martlesham. 356pp; 5 colour, 22 b/w illus; ISBN 9781837651726; hbk; £95)

A longue durée analysis of the cycle of death and succession associated with Scottish kingship across four centuries. Includes extensive discussion of funerary rites and tomb monuments.
Vincent Debiais, 2024, Inscrire l’art médiéval: objets, textes, images (Brepols: Turnhout. 338pp; 47 b/w, 102 colour illus; ISBN 978-2-503-59740-9; hbk; €100)
A cross-disciplinary study that sets out to examine epigraphic writing – including inscriptions on stone, metal, wood, paint and mosaic – in the wider context of Western medieval art. RCM
Thomas J Farrow, 2023, ‘Charnel-associated burial and monuments in late medieval England: Henry Barton’s effigy and its afterlife at Old St Paul’s Cathedral’, Church Archaeology, 24 (for 2020), 25-46

A case-study of the lost monument to Henry Barton (d.1435) in the charnel chapel of St Paul’s Cathedral, London, examined in the context of evidence for 39 other English burials and monuments in or associated with charnel chapels, from the 13th to 16th centuries. The author considers the rationale behind such burials.
Joseph M Gonzalez, 2023, ‘Power incarnate: the royal body at the funeral of John III, King of Sweden, 1592’, Sixteenth Century J, 54:3/4, 381-406

On the protracted negotiations over the ceremonial funerary arrangements for John III, whose son and heir, Sigismund, was the Catholic king of Poland. John’s Lutheran brother, Karl, Duke of Södermanland, took charge of John’s body, and used it as a bargaining tool to curtail Sigismund’s power.

John Goodall, 2022, ‘Crusading spirit’, Country Life, 218:15 (13 Apr 2022), 60-65

An account of the Second World War memorial chapel at Scotch Corner, near Oldstead, North Yorks., created by the sculptor John Bunting from 1957 onwards. It includes the recumbent effigy of a dead soldier.

Tim Grady, 2023, ‘A dance with death: the Imperial War Graves Commission and Nazi Germany’, English Historical Review, 594-5, 1307-36

A study of the management and treatment in the inter-war period of British war graves on German soil, and German graves in Britain. The focus is on relations between the IWGC and the Nazi authorities in the 1930s.
Maddy Gray, 2023, ‘The lost tombs of William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, and his son, William Herbert, Earl of Huntingdon, in Tintern Abbey’, Monmouthshire Antiquary, 38, 35-55

An analysis of drawings by Sir Thomas Herbert of Tintern (d.1682) of the tombs of William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke (d.1469) with his wife Anne Devereux, and of their son, William Herbert, Earl of Huntingdon (d.1491) with his wife Mary Wydeville. The author seeks to evaluate the drawings’ reliability, and to address some of their problematic details. 

Julia Greipl, 2024, ‘Kunst der letzten Worte. Vom Grabmal zum Grabdenkmal – Kulturgeschichte der Epitaphien’, Monumente: Magazin für Denkmalkultur in Deutschland, 34:2, 68-73

An introduction to early modern wall monuments, exemplifying challenges to their preservation and conservation through examples from across Germany. With 11 colour illustrations and a map.

Andrea Hampel et al., 2024, Frankfurt am Main-Rödelheim: Vom Leben und Sterben der Soldaten Napoleons (Schnell & Steiner: Regensburg. 416pp; many illus; ISBN 978-3-7954-3852-4; hbk; €79)

An excavation report on a mass grave in Rödelheim, Frankfurt, of French soldiers who died in retreat in 1813 in the aftermath of Napoleon’s Russian campaign. Includes archaeological, osteological, anthropological and historical analysis. In German and French.

Duncan Harrington, 2023, ‘The traction engine explosion by All Saints, Maidstone: devastation of monumental inscriptions in churchyard’, Archaeologia Cantiana, 144, 338-43

On the consequences of the bursting of the boiler of a traction engine in Maidstone in December 1880. One man died, two were badly injured, and All Saints’ church and many of its gravestones sustained extensive damage.
Mark Kirby (ed.), 2024, Last Rites: Funerals and Funeral Monuments (Ecclesiological Society/Shaun Tyas: Donington. 136pp; 78 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-0-946823-29-1; pbk; £20)

Proceedings of the 2022 Ecclesiological Society/CMS conference. Contributions include Brian and Moira Gittos on effigial commemoration in the medieval churchyard; Sally Badham on heraldic funerals; Adam White on early modern funerals and monuments; Brian Parsons on the Victorian funeral; and Roger Bowdler on Victorian cemetery monuments and the funeral. RCM
Anne Leader, 2023, ‘The family tombs of Santa Maria degli Innocenti’, in Nicholas Terpstra (ed.), Lost and Found: locating foundlings in the early modern world, pp 135-63 (I Tatti/Harvard University Press: Florence. 384pp; many b/w illus; ISBN 978-06-742-961-69; pbk; €40.95)

A study of burials and burial practices at the Ospedale degli Innocenti orphanage, Florence, with a focus on monuments to benefactors in the attached church of Santa Maria. These include ledger stones and mural monuments dating from the mid-15th to mid-18th centuries.

Vinni Lucherini, Tanja Michalsky & Diego Carnevale (eds), 2023, Writing on Tombs in Medieval and Early Modern Times (Viella: Rome. 352pp; 52 colour, 53 b/w illus; ISBN 978-88-3313-864-0; pbk; €55)

A pan-European collection of 16 essays (based on a 2022 conference) addressing the relationship between tombs and texts, and covering such topics as inscriptions, funerary documentation, subsequent writing about tombs, and the re-use and modification of tombs and epitaphs. 6 contributions are in English, 6 in Italian, 3 in German, and 1 in French. RCM
Markers: J Ass Gravestone Studies, 2023, 39
Contributions to this journal volume include Ryan K Smith on African-American plate-style gravestones in central Virginia; Erika Schneider on the commemoration of victims of the 1806 wreck of the Rose in Bloom off the coast of New Jersey; Gisela Montero on the mausoleum of the artist Rafael Bordalo Pinheiro (d.1905) in Prazeres Cemetery, Lisbon; and Daniel J Bell on the identification of unknown dead of the American Civil War.
Ralph Moffat (ed.), 2024, Medieval Arms and Armour: a sourcebook. Vol. II: 1400-1450 / Vol. III: 1450-1500 (Boydell: Martlesham. 266/218pp; 13 colour, 37 b/w / 20 colour, 20 b/w illus; ISBN 9781837651481 / 9781837651962; hbk; £60/£50)

Two further compilations (following a first volume published in 2022) of primary sources contextualising arms and armour. Texts include wills, inventories, craft statutes, chronicle extracts, etc, and illustrations include monumental brasses and tomb effigies.

Monumental Brass Soc Bulletin, 2024, 155 (Feb)/156 (June)

Contributions to these issues include, in 155, Sally Badham on a 14th-century Flemish incised slab at Gressenhall, Norfolk, normally concealed; Stephen Freeth on an incised slab to Augustine van Thielt (d.1515), re-used for Piero Capponi (d.1582), at St Olave, Hart Street, London; and Nicholas Rogers on the brass to John Webbe (d.1571) and family at St Thomas’s, Salisbury; and in 156, Stephen Freeth on an early 16th-century inscription plate featured in a ghost story by Noel Boston; Hans Gerd Dormagen on the brass of Sir Peter von Stettenberg (d.1428) at Bronnbach, Germany; Peter Pickering on an inscription to John Gouleston (d.1644) at Wyddiall, Herts; and David Meara on John Betjeman and brasses.

Timothy Mowl, 2022, ‘Chivalry and sacrifice’, Country Life, 221:51 (27 Dec 2023), 40-45

An appraisal of the memorial War Cloister at Winchester College, Hants., designed by Herbert Baker and constructed in 1922-24. An associated triptych of 1926, with chivalric allusions, is also discussed.

Harold Mytum, 2023, The Rise of Popular Churchyard Commemoration in Kirkdale and Ryedale: local traditions within national trends (Trustees of the Friends of St Gregory’s Minster: Kirkdale. 50pp; illus; ISBN 978-1-9999754-1-8; pbk; £5)
A contextualised consideration of the history of churchyard commemoration in these districts of North Yorkshire. RCM

Harold Mytum & Richard Veit (eds), 2023, Innovation and Implementation: critical reflections on new approaches to historic mortuary data collection, analysis, and dissemination (Berghahn Books: New York. 284pp; 67 illus; ISBN 978-1-80539-045-9 hbk; £110)
14 essays providing practical guidance, case-studies and discussion on field research and analysis of historic burial grounds. Contributions address technical methodology, and animal as well as human burials. RCM

Harold Mytum et al., 2024, ‘Roman Catholic burial in 19th-century Liverpool: four vaults in the crypt of St Patrick’s Roman Catholic church, Toxteth, Liverpool’, Post-Medieval Archaeology, 58:1, 79-99

A report on a non-interventionist archaeological examination of these vaults, in use 1828-48, including discussion of architecture, coffins, coffin fittings, and a small number of memorials. Possible differences with Anglican mortuary practices are considered.

Lucy Noakes, 2023, ‘The “People’s War” in concrete and stone: death and the negotiation of collective identity in Second World War Britain’, English Historical Review, 594-5, 1118-42

A discussion of the burial and commemoration of civilian war dead, and of combatants who had died on British soil. The focus is on the desire to strike a balance between individual commemoration, a sense of the collective national cause, and the need for practical projects to benefit the living.
Alice Roberts, 2024, Crypt: life, death and disease in the Middle Ages and beyond (Simon & Schuster: London. 352pp; illus; ISBN 978-1398519237; hbk; £22)
On disease, death and burial practices on England from the 11th to 16th centuries, explored through seven primarily osteoarchaeological case studies. Topics include the shrine of Thomas Becket (d.1170) at Canterbury, and Isabel German, the anchoress buried in York, who appears to have suffered from syphilis.
Terri Sabatos, 2023, ‘The power of the dog: Caesar of Notts and the mourning of Edward VII’, Royal Studies J, 10:2, 384-427

On the public fascination with Edward VII’s fox terrier, following the king’s death in 1910. Having participated in the funeral procession, Caesar featured in a variety of texts, images and material objects as a symbol of public mourning.
Nigel Saul, 2023, ‘The mysterious lawyer: the tomb effigy of an unidentified man of law at Deddington’, Oxoniensia, 88, 35-47
The author makes the case for identifying this anonymous effigy, in serjeant’s dress and stylistically datable to c.1330, as Ralph de Bereford (d.1329), a man of law with connections to the Despenser family, lords of one of the local manors.

Sculpture Journal, 2024, 33:2
A themed journal issue on St Paul’s Cathedral, London, as the ‘parish church of empire’, c.1796–1913. Following an introductory overview by Jason Edwards, 14 international contributors explore connections between monuments at St Paul’s and different parts of the British Empire, including their iconography and ideological messages.

Patrick Sims-Williams, 2023, The Medieval Welsh Englynion y Beddau: The ‘Stanzas of the Graves’, or ‘Graves of the Warriors of the Island of Britain’, attributed to Taliesen (D.S. Brewer: Cambridge. 394pp; 13 b/w illus; ISBN 9781843847069; hbk; £110)
An edition and translation with commentary of this series of verses attributed to the legendary poet Taliesin. Inspired by prehistoric megaliths and tumuli, they describe the burial places of ancient heroes across Britain and Ireland. RCM
Christian Steer & Jenny Stratford (eds), 2024, Death and Dying in the Middle Ages, Harlaxton Medieval Studies 33 (Shaun Tyas: Donington. 264 pp; 65 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-1-915774-19-4; hbk; £49.50) 

13 essays exploring ways in which death impinged on medieval life in England and continental Europe. Contributions include Clive Burgess on English parish chantries; Nicholas Flory on chantries established by Isabella of Portugal (d.1471); Jane Bridgeman on the state funeral of Niccolò da Tolentino (d.1435); Lisa Monnas on the funeral palls of Henry VII; Ann Adams on the lost tomb of Lodewijk van Gruuthuse (d.1492) in Bruges; and Julian Luxford on the chantry chapel of Prior Rowland Leschman (d.1499) in Hexham Abbey. RCM
Gabrielle Storey (ed.), 2022, Memorialising Premodern Monarchs: medias of commemoration and remembrance (Palgrave Macmillan: Cham. 318pp; 19 b/w illus; ISBN 978-3-030-84129-4; hbk; £119.99)

An international collection of 12 essays on the commemoration of monarchs in various media. Contributions include Emma Levitt on Henry VIII’s planned tomb with an equestrian effigy; and Jennifer Mara DeSilva on papal commemoration, 1300-1700, including tomb monuments.

Mary B Timoney (ed.), 2023, Kilmeane Co. Roscommon: the graveyard and the grave memorials (Roscommon: Comhairle Contae Ros Comáin [Roscommon County Council]. 320pp; nearly 700 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-1-7396645-1-0; hbk; €40)

A catalogue of the memorials at Kilmeane, with references to those in other graveyards locally and nationally. Contextual essays cover such topics as wayside crosses in Roscommon, and the Ballymurray Quakers and their burial ground. RCM
Victoriographies, 2023, 13:3

A themed journal issue of four essays on the ‘necropolitics’ of Victorian England. Contributions include Carol Margaret Davison on death and memorialisation in the workhouse, as perceived through popular culture; and Jolene Zigarovich on the requirement for the families of executed criminals to pay execution and burial fees.
Roger White, 2023, Georgian Acadia: architecture for the park and garden (Yale UP: New Haven. 352pp; 310 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 9780300249958; hbk; £40)
A study of architectural features in the Georgian landscape garden. One chapter covers mausolea and monuments, including cenotaphs; and another churches and chapels.

Kim W Woods, 2024, Speaking Sculptures in Late Medieval Europe: a silent rhetoric (Lund Humphries: London. 128pp; 65 colour illus; ISBN 9781848226739; hbk; £60)

An exploration of the motif of the open mouth in late medieval European sculpture, interpreted as an evocation of sound, and a ploy to foster an emotional response in the observer. RCM
