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Sally Badham, 2023, ‘The painted wooden tomb effigies at Goudhurst to Sir Alexander Culpepper (d.1541) and his second wife, Dame Constance Culpepper, and their comparators’, J British Archaeol Ass, 176, 296-315

A reassessment of this pair of effigies at Goudhurst, Kent, drawing on documentary evidence, pigment analysis of their polychromy, and comparanda. The two were produced at different times, the older parts dating to 1537.

Sarah Balakrishnan, 2022, ‘Building the ancestral public: cemeteries and the necropolitics of property in colonial Ghana’, J Social History, 56:1, 89-113

A study of changing mortuary practices in the colonial Gold Coast from 1888 onwards. The opening of town cemeteries had a significant impact on the indigenous population’s conception of their ancestral spirits and sense of community. 

Jessica Barker, 2023, ‘Maintenance work and the long life of materials in medieval art’, Art Bulletin, 105:3 (Sept 2023), 8-32

Tomb monuments provide a recurrent theme in this discussion of measures taken to alleviate the deterioration of artworks, with a focus on the ordinances prescribed by Bishop Robert Sherborn (d.1536) to safeguard his monument in Chichester Cathedral.
Paul S Barnwell, Elizabeth Craig-Atkins, Jenny Crangle & Dawn M Hadley, 2023, ‘Medieval charnel houses: resurrecting lost medieval rites’, J British Archaeol Ass, 176, 270-95 

A study drawing on documentary and material evidence to argue that the curation of skeletal human remains in charnel houses was more common in medieval England than previously recognised, and setting the practice in its liturgical context.

Bruce Bennison, 2023, ‘A fragment of a medieval cross slab grave cover from Cumrew’, Trans Cumberland & Westmorland Antiquarian & Archaeol Soc, 23, 256-9

A report of the discovery of the head of a ‘bracelet’ cross slab from Cumrew, Cumb., dating from perhaps the 12th or 13th centuries. It has now been moved to the parish church.
John Blair, 2023, ‘Knightly magnificence and marital drama: the de la Beche Inventory of 1347’, in Nigel Saul & Nicholas Vincent (eds), English Government and Administration: essays in honour of J R Maddicott, Pipe Roll Soc n.s. 65 (Boydell Press: Martlesham. 678pp; 23 b/w illus; ISBN 9780901134875; hbk; £100), pp. 431-64

An edition and contextual analysis of an inventory of the possessions of Margery de la Beche, including discussion of the nine family monumental effigies at Aldworth, Berks., executed as a single scheme in the 1340s.

John Blair, 2023, ‘Life, death and near death in the Sauchie Colliery, c. 1670-1820: the case of the Blair family’, The Forth Naturalist and Historian, 46, 120-67

A contribution to the social history of collier families in Clackmannanshire, including discussion of grave-ownership as a mark of status. It is shown that the date on a late 17th-/early 18th-century gravestone may not be that of death, but that of the purchase of the grave.

Sarah Brown, 2023, ‘Beatrice de Roos (d.1415) and the making of art’, J British Archaeol Ass, 176, 216-48

An exploration of the role of Beatrice, dowager Baroness Roos, as an artistic patron. A notable commission was the effigial monument to her third husband, Sir Richard Burley (d.1387), in St Paul’s Cathedral, London.

Christopher Dyer, 2023, ‘Peasant consumption in late medieval England: food and drink served at funerals’, Agricultural History Rev, 71:1, 1-20

A discussion of food consumption at peasant funerals in the later middle ages, drawing on probate records, mainly from 15th-century Yorkshire. A hierarchy within peasant society is discerned.
Nicholas Evans & Angela McCarthy (eds), 2020, Death in the Diaspora: British and Irish gravestones (Edinburgh University Press: Edinburgh. 232pp; 38 b/w illus; ISBN   9781474473781; hbk; £85)

A collection of 7 essays exploring the evidence of gravemarkers of English, Scots, Irish and Cornish emigrants to Australasia, Asia, Africa and the Americas, and comparing them to those found at home.
Guido Faccani (ed.), 2023, Das Grab von Erzbischof Erkanbald (†1021) (Schnell & Steiner. 112pp; many illus; ISBN 978-3-7954-3743-5; hbk; €20)

A multi-authored archaeological and historical research study into a sarcophagus excavated from the former cathedral of St John in Mainz, now identified as that of Erkanbald, archbishop 1011-1021. RCM
Jane Fenlon & Sarah Maguire (eds), 2023, Magnates and Merchants in Early Modern Kilkenny (Four Courts Press: Dublin. 184pp; 61 b/w, 7 colour illus; ISBN 978-1-80151-089-9; hbk; €50)
Contributions to this volume include Danielle O’Donovan on the architectural and sculptural patronage of Piers Butler (d.1539) and Margaret FitzGerald (d.1542), titular Earl and Countess of Ormond, and their wider affinity, notably in respect of tomb monuments; and Oliver Harris on the genealogical monuments of the Lumley and Carew families in England. RCM
Peter Flower, 2023, ‘Rutland’s monumental brasses and a Victorian schoolboy’s hobby’, Rutland Record, 43, 131-43

An account of the interest in brasses and brass-rubbing of Reginald Grove, a boarder at Uppingham School from 1883 to 1887, drawing on his diaries and an article written for the school magazine.

Ann-Marie Foster, 2022, ‘The bureaucratization of death: the First World War, families, and the state’, 20th Century British History, 33:4, 475-97
A study of the experiences of bereaved families during and after the Great War in their dealings with the Imperial War Graves Commission and other arms of the state. The practicalities of choosing a headstone epitaph are discussed. 

Alessandro Grandolfo, 2023, ‘The funerary monument of Bona Sforza in the Basilica of San Nicola in Bari: history and background of a royal mausoleum of Polish patronage’, Zeitschrift für Kunstgeschichte, 86:4, 477-504

A reappraisal of the monument of Bona Sforza (d.1557), Duchess of Bari and Queen of Poland, in Bari, Italy, commissioned by her daughter, Anna Jagiellon. The author connects its design to a late-16th-century Neapolitan school of tomb sculpture.

Sarah Inskip et al., 2023, ‘Pathways to the medieval hospital: collective osteobiographies of poverty and charity’, Antiquity, 97:396, 1581-97

A collective osteobiography of nearly 400 individuals buried in the cemetery of the Hospital of St John the Evangelist, Cambridge (founded c.1195; dissolved 1511). Comparisons are drawn with data from the All Saints by the Castle church cemetery and the Cambridge Augustinian friary.

Jan L de Jong, 2023, Tombs in Early Modern Rome (1400-1600): monuments of mourning, memory and meditation (Brill: Leiden. 401pp; 135 b/w illus; ISBN 978-90-04-17936-3; hbk; €149) 

A study addressing the memorial, emotional, reflective and theological intent behind tomb monuments in Rome, including the crafting of a laudable image of the deceased. Topics include the tombs of cardinals and popes; and those of mothers, children and spouses. RCM

Megan Kelleher, 2021, ‘“I will remember it as one more to the list of courtesies I have received”: interactions between the Imperial War Graves Commission and the bereaved’, British J for Military History, 7:2, 83-101

An investigation into communications between the Imperial War Graves Commission and the bereaved of the Great War, with a focus on issues relating to the marking of the many graves of war dead in England.

Phillip Lindley & Meredith McNeill Hale (eds), 2023, Nationalism, Medievalism and the Study of Sculpture: Prior and Gardner’s account reassessed (Shaun Tyas: Donington. 256pp; illus; ISBN 978-1-915774-08-8; pbk; £20)

A collection of essays contextualising Edward Prior and Arthur Gardner’s seminal Account of Medieval Figure Sculpture in England (1912), including discussion of its presuppositions and prejudices, and wider issues of funerary sculpture, patronage, recording and conservation. Contributors include Nigel Saul and Julian Luxford. RCM
Lauren McIntyre et al., 2022, ‘The All Saints anchoress? an osteobiography’, Medieval Archaeology, 66:2, 368-99

An osteological investigation into a crouched burial excavated in 2007 at All Saints Church, Fishergate, York, tentatively identified as that of Lady Isabel German, a prominent 15th-century anchoress. 

Lynne McKerr & Eileen M Murphy, 2023, ‘“No friend for sorrow but memory”: commemorating children in post-Plantation Ulster, Ireland’, Childhood in the Past, 16:2, 110-43
A study examining 17th- and 18th-century expressions of cultural and religious identity for both Catholic Gaelic Irish and Protestant settler families in the province of Ulster through the prism of children’s memorials.
Carolyn Malone, 2022, ‘Beautiful and useful: arts and crafts’ memorials of the Great War’, J William Morris Studies, 24:4, 31-48

An examination of a number of ‘artisanal’ war memorials (including crosses, war shrines, church fixtures, and stained glass) influenced by the ethos of the arts and crafts movement.

Lisa Monnas & Ina Vanden Berghe, 2023, ‘The crimson satin dress of Elizabeth of York’s funeral effigy in Westminster Abbey’, The Ricardian, 33, 255-65

On the dress worn by the wooden funeral effigy used at the obsequies of Elizabeth of York (d.1503), queen of Henry VII, drawing on documentary evidence and technical analysis of surviving fragments.

Monumental Brass Soc Bulletin, 2023, 154 (Oct)

Contributions include Kevin Herring on the brass of Johannes von Geissel (d.1864) in Cologne Cathedral; Stephen Freeth on the revival of the MBS (following a period of dormancy) in 1934; David Meara on his 60 years as a member; and Stephen Freeth and Martin Stuchfield on a newly discovered early 16th-century indent at St Peter’s church, Colchester.
Monumental Brass Soc Trans, 2023, 24

Contributions to this journal volume include David Lepine on the Flemish brass of William Kesteven (d.1361) at North Mymms, Herts.; Nigel Saul on the patronage of the many late medieval brasses at Childrey, Berks.; Jon Bayliss on ‘marblers’ (craftsmen engaged in making brasses) in Norwich, c.1440-1550; Gillian Draper on the tomb of Sir John Fogge (d.1490) and his two wives at Ashford, Kent; and Julian Luxford on two verminous cadaver monuments in Scotland, at Ardchattan Priory, Argyll (c.1500) and Torphichen Preceptory, West Lothian (1538).
Denis Perriam, 2023, ‘Lanercost Priory’, Trans Cumberland & Westmorland Antiquarian & Archaeol Soc, 23, 260-3

A discussion of two medieval stone fragments from Lanercost Priory, Cumb., previously supposed to be from the same tomb effigy. The author argues that they are from different effigies, one straight-legged and one cross-legged.
Philip Sapiro, 2020, ‘250 years of Jewish burial in Liverpool’, Jewish Historical Studies, 52, 197-226
A review of the history and practices of Jewish burial in Liverpool from the late 18th century onwards, including the establishment of burial grounds at Oakes Street (1802), Deane Road (1837), Green Lane (1839), and others at later dates. 

Dick Steinforth, 2022, Thorvald’s Cross: the Viking-age cross-slab ‘Kirk Andreas MM 128’ and its iconography (Archaeopress Archaeology: Oxford. 86pp; 45 colour illus; ISBN 9781789698558; pbk; £20)
A close study and new reading of the iconography of this Scandinavian-style monument at Andreas, Isle of Man, which includes elements alluding to both Norse mythology and Christianity.
Gustavs Strenga, 2023, Remembering the Dead: collective memory and commemoration in late medieval Livonia (Brepols: Turnhout. 318pp; 14 b/w illus; ISBN 978-2-503-59119-3; hbk; €89)

A study of the cultural use of memoria (broadly defined) by religious, civic, and lay institutions, including the Teutonic Order, in late medieval Livonia (modern Latvia and Estonia). Includes discussion of the tombs of the early bishops of Livonia in Riga Cathedral. RCM
M G Sullivan, 2023, ‘Valuing sculpture in the long eighteenth century: materials and technology’, Sculpture J, 32:4, 417-32

A study of the evolving artistic and financial values of different sculptural materials, including lead, granite and marble, in the 18th and early 19th centuries. Evidence cited includes a number of funerary monuments.
Carla Varela Fernandes, Catarina Fernandes Barreira, João Luís Inglês Fontes, Maria Joao Branco, Mario Farelo (eds), 2024, Loci Sepulcrales: places of memory and burial in the Middle Ages (Brepols: Turnhout. 594pp; 12 b/w, 115 colour illus; ISBN 978-2-503-60658-3; pbk; €75)

19 essays on choices of medieval burial site and the motivations behind them. Topics span royal, noble, ecclesiastical, and mercantile burials, and connections between site and other expressions of commemoration. 6 contributions are in English, 5 in French, 3 in Spanish, 3 in Italian, 2 in Portuguese. RCM
Laura Velte, 2021, Sepulkralsemiotik: Grabmal und Grabinschrift in der europäischen Literatur des Mittelalters, Bibliotheca Germanica 76 (Narr Francke Attempto Verlag: Tübingen. 264pp; b/w & colour illus; ISBN 978-3-7720-8753-0; hbk; €88)

An exploration of themes of tombs and epitaphs in medieval literature and historiography. Authors examined include Bede, Orderic Vitalis, Benoît de Sainte-Maure, Walter of Châtillon, Wolfram von Eschenbach, and Dante.

Thomas Matthew Vozar, 2023, ‘2 Henry VI and the tomb of Duke Humphrey’, Shakespeare, 19:4, 586-91

A discussion of the cultural memory of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester (d.1447), with a focus on his tomb in St Albans Abbey. A Latin epitaph was pencilled on the nearby wall in c.1617, perhaps prompted by Shakespeare’s Henry VI pt 2.

Bruce Watson, 2022, ‘Some examples of iconoclasm and the concealment of religious goods in London during the Reformation reconsidered’, Trans London & Middlesex Archaeol Soc, 73, 223-46
A central case-study in this discussion is the early 16th-century sculpture of the dead Christ found buried in Mercers’ Hall, London, in 1954: it may have belonged to an Easter Sepulchre that doubled as a tomb for Thomas Butler, Earl of Ormond (d. 1515).
Mark F Watson & Andrew Hall, 2022, Corner of a Foreign Field: the British Cemetery at Kathmandu (Vajra Publications: Kathmandu. 268pp; many colour illus; ISBN 978-9937-624-14-5; pbk; $25)
A history of this small cemetery, adjoining the British Embassy in Nepal, where the first informal burial took place in 1820. The cemetery is set in the context of British-Nepalese relations, and individual graves are described in detail. RCM
H Austin Whitver, 2022, Tombs in Shakespearean Drama: monumental theater (Routledge: New York. 220pp; 2 b/w illus; ISBN 9781032343082; hbk; £96)

An exploration of the place of tomb monuments in the plays of Shakespeare and his contemporaries: as historical records, as symbols of permanence, and as media in the construction of narratives. Numerous references are made to real-world monuments.
Jack Wilcox, 2023, ‘A reattribution of the Tree of Jesse tomb slab in Lincoln Cathedral’, J British Archaeol Ass, 176, 1-26

A reassessment of this Tournai marble slab. The author dates it to the 1190s, and sets it in the context of Bishop Hugh of Lincoln’s campaign to establish a cult of the cathedral’s founder, Bishop Remigius de Fécamp (d.1092). 
Emily A Winkler, 2022, ‘Grief, grieving and loss in high medieval historical thought’, Traditio, 77, 129-83

A discussion of ideas of grief in human history, drawing on the works of three late 12th-century Latin writers: Hugh Candidus of Peterborough, Gerald of Wales, and an anonymous historian of Waltham Abbey. 
