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Nada Afiouni, 2022, ‘D’hier à aujourd’hui: les premiers lieux d’inhumation des musulmans à Paris et à Londres (1857-2017)’, Revue française de civilisation britannique, 27:1 [online]
A comparative study of the creation of Muslim-specific burial sites in the Paris and London regions, and of more recent rehabilitation efforts. The cemeteries examined are at Bobigny and Père Lachaise in France, and Brookwood and Woking in England.
Jonathan Allard, 2022, ‘Remembrance in a gentry family, ca. 1534-92’, Sixteenth-Century J, 53:2, 305-29

A case-study of commemorative practices centred on the Cave family of Stanford-on-Avon, Northants., including monuments at Stanford; Chicheley, Bucks.; and Hungarton, Leics. The author argues that the events of the Reformation did not mark a radical breach.
Patricia Swales Barker, 2021, St Mary’s Church, Haverfordwest: church, churchyard and cemetery: a community history revealed in the stones (PASB Publishing: Haverfordwest. 150pp; 158 colour illus, ISBN 978-1-9160765-2-5; pbk; £17.50)
A survey of over 400 graves and monuments, dating from the early 17th to early 20th centuries, in this historic church, churchyard, and overflow cemetery (opened 1828). Biographical information is augmented from documentary sources.
Tim Barringer, 2022, ‘Ambiguities of imperial mourning: the Patcham Chattri’, Art History, 45:3, 570-97

An account of the background to the erection in 1921 of this memorial to the Indian dead of the Great War, at Patcham, near Brighton, Sussex. It was designed by Elias Cosman Henriques, a young Indian architect.
Michael Bath, 2021, ‘Memorializing Mary: the tomb of Mary Queen of Scots in Westminster Abbey’, Emblematica, 5, 1-53

An exploration of the political and religious context to the monument of Mary Queen of Scots (executed 1587), erected by her son, James VI/I, in 1613. Its inscription includes emblematic allusions to her status as a Catholic martyr.
Stan Beckensall, 2023, Rituals of Death: from prehistoric times to now (Pen & Sword: Barnsley. 176pp; 32 b/w illus; ISBN 9781399098373; hbk; £20)

An overview, including many case-studies, of evolving attitudes towards the disposal and commemoration of the dead. Monuments and other forms of material culture receive frequent mention. RCM
Aviva Ben-Ur, 2022, ‘Rethinking monuments after Black Lives Matter: a view from the graveyard’, Sculpture J, 31:3, 331-51
A contribution to the debate over the removal of contentious monuments, focused on the recording, study and conservation across the Americas of cemeteries whose occupants may include both slave-owners and the enslaved.
Liz Bonsall, 2022, ‘Graveboards in the Bourne Society area’, Local History Records [J Bourne Society], 108, 12-19

A brief survey of this style of wooden gravemarker (once common, but vulnerable to deterioration and loss) in north-east Surrey. A board to George Elliff (d.1847) and his mother Rebecca (d.1850), replicating a damaged original, was erected at Caterham in 2022. 

Arne Bugge Amundsen, Tarald Rasmussen & Hallgeir Elstad, 2023, Norwegian Epitaphs 1550-1700: contexts and interpretations (Schnell & Steiner: Regensburg. 544pp; many illus; ISBN 978-3-7954-3784-8; hbk; €65)

An illustrated catalogue of some 140 surviving early modern mural monuments from across Norway. Includes details of their artwork, iconography, inscriptions (with English translations) and their subjects’ lives. RCM
Katie Ann-Marie Bugyis, 2021, ‘Illuminating rituals for the dead in the mortuary roll of Prioress Lucy of Castle Hedingham’, Viator, 52:2, 61-93

A study of the mortuary roll created to commemorate and solicit prayers for Lucy (d. c.1225-30), founder and first prioress of the Benedictine nunnery at Castle Hedingham, Essex. Its illuminated frontispiece includes images of her funeral, and of the ascent of her soul to heaven.

Tobias Capwell, 2022, Armour of the English Knight: continental armour in England 1435-1500 (Thomas Del Mar/Olympia Auctions: London. 346pp; many colour illus; ISBN 9780993324659; hbk; £105)

The third volume in this series, with the focus on predominantly Italian ‘off-the-rack’ armour imported for the middling ranks of society. Evidence includes tomb effigies. RCM
Roberto Cobianchi, 2022, ‘Gli zoccoli del beato Gandolfo da Binasco Osservazioni sulla “custodia” marmorea di Domenico Gagini a Polizzi Generosa’, Iconographica, 21, 74-85

A study of the marble reliquary, commissioned from the sculptor Domenico Gagini in 1482 to hold the remains of the blessed Gandolfo of Binasco (d.1260), in Polizzi Generosa, Sicily. The work is set in the context of medieval tombs of saints, and its ‘civic’ iconography discussed.
William E Engel, Rory Loughnane & Grant Williams (eds), 2022, The Death Arts in Renaissance England: a critical anthology (Cambridge University Press: Cambridge. 385pp; 24 b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-108-47927-1; hbk; £85)

An anthology in modernised spelling of extracts from 68 English authors on themes of mortality, dating from 1490 to 1696. The editors provide a substantial contextual commentary. RCM
William E Engel, Rory Loughnane & Grant Williams (eds), 2023, Memory and Mortality in Renaissance England (Cambridge University Press: Cambridge. 293pp; 15 b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-108-84339-3; hbk; £75)

12 essays on themes of death and remembrance. Contributions include Patricia Phillippy on the memorialisation of Alice, Duchess Dudley (d.1669) and her five daughters; Philip Schwyzer on literary reverence towards the remains of Protestant martyrs; Peter Sherlock on the monument of Sir Henry Unton (d.1596) at Faringdon, Berks., as represented in his portrait; and Andrew Hiscock on the mourning of Elizabeth I (d.1603). RCM
Marcin Fabiański, 2022, ‘King John Albert Jagiellonian and Francesco Fiorentino: the first Italian Renaissance tomb in Poland’, Artibus et Historiae, 85, 145-84

A study of the monument to King John Albert Jagiellonian (d.1501) in Wawel Cathedral, Kraków. A marble effigial sarcophagus, probably by local sculptors, sits within an architectural surround designed by the Italian mason, Francesco Fiorentino.

Romain Fathi, 2022, ‘Suppressing an “undesirable public controversy”: corpses, the Department of Defence, and the Australian Graves Service, 1919-1921’, History Australia, 19:3, 487-505

An account of allegations of misconduct (including the disrespectful treatment of remains) by members of the unit responsible for Australian war graves overseas. Claims were investigated by the authorities, but largely hushed up.
Noel French, 2023, ‘The lost memorial stones of Summerhill’, Ríocht na Midhe [J Meath Archaeol & Hist Soc], 34, 76-82

A report on a wayside cross or crosses at Summerhill, Co. Meath, erected in 1554 by Elizabeth Thunder to the memory of her husband, Peter Lynch. The surviving fragments were redisplayed in the 1960s, but have since been lost.

Roberta Gilchrist, 2022, ‘Voices from the cemetery: the social archaeology of late-medieval burial’, Medieval Archaeology, 66:1, 120-50

A critical review of recent trends in the archaeological study of burials, c.1000-1500, including a shift towards the micro-scale, the exploration of emotion, a pre-occupation with ‘deviancy’, and ethical considerations.
Bryan Givens, 2021, ‘Remember, remember the sixth of November: British Messianism and the mourning for Henry, Prince of Wales’, Viator, 52:2, 313-55
On the death of the 18-year old Henry, Prince of Wales (son of James VI/I) in 1612, and the theme of his potential role as a Protestant Last Emperor, who might have destroyed the Papacy and the Turks, that pervaded many of the elegies that followed.

Maddy Gray, 2022, ‘The tomb of Gwladdus Ddu and William ap Thomas in the Priory Church of St Mary Abergavenny’, Monmouthshire Antiquary, 37, 35-50

A study of the double effigial monument of Sir William ap Thomas (d.1445) and his wife Gwladdus Ddu (d.1454), who probably commissioned it. It is notable for its tomb chest panels, depicting prophets, apostles, and the Annunciation.
Oliver D Harris, 2023, ‘“Grey Dolphin” and the Horse Church, Minster-in-Sheppey:

the construction of a legend’, Archaeologia Cantiana, 144, 97-123
An exploration of the legends attached to the effigial monument of Sir Robert de Shirland (d.1324). Elements are drawn from Italian, Slavic and Scandinavian folklore, and the central episode inspired by the horse’s head on the monument.

Michael Henderson, Adrian Miles & Sarah Ritchie, 2022, Parishioner and Pauper Burials from St James Westminster (1695-1790): excavations at Marshall Street, London W1, 2008-9, MOLA Monograph 74 (MOLA: London. 201pp; 170 colour & b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-907586-52-1; hbk; £29)

An excavation report on three contiguous burial grounds for this inner London parish, which inter alia served the parish workhouse. 2,553 burials were recorded, of which a small proportion were accompanied by coffin plates, personal items or dress accessories.
Guido Hinterkeuser, 2023, Der Invalidenfriedhof in Berlin und seine Wiederherstellung (Schnell & Steiner: Regensburg. 176pp; 107 colour, 26 b/w illus; ISBN 978-3-7954-3832-6; pbk; €14.95)

An account of the Invalidenfriedhof, a cemetery for military veterans in Berlin, opened in 1748 but badly neglected in the Cold War era. The author describes its history, its restoration since 1990, and 14 outstanding monuments.RCM
Karen Margrethe Høskuldsson, 2023, ‘From hennin to hood: an analysis of the evolution of the English hood compared to the evolution of the French hood’, Medieval Clothing and Textiles, 17, 144-82
A comparative study of two contrasting styles of women’s headdress of the 15th and 16th centuries. Much of the evidence is drawn from monumental effigies and brasses.

Journal of Medieval History, 2022, 48:2 (May)

A themed journal issue of 9 articles on ‘Vigor mortis’: i.e. ideas of the undead, revenants and ghosts in medieval culture. Contributions include Matthew Bryan Gillis on 8th- and 9th-century imagery of worms in the infernal cemetery of Gehenna; and Carl Watkins on the geography of the afterlife in the late medieval British Isles.

George M Leader et al., 2022, ‘Threads of evidence: polarized light microscopy for funerary textile identification from an eighteenth and nineteenth century Philadelphia burial ground’, International J Historical Archaeology, 26:4, 951-73

A study emerging from the excavation of the First Baptist Church of Philadelphia burial ground (in use c.1702-1859). The focus is on the identification of different fibres and weaves among the now largely lost textiles. 

Markers: J Ass Gravestone Studies, 2022, 38
Contributions to this journal volume include Melissa L Gustin on funerary and cemetery citations of Harriet Hosmer’s bust of Medusa; Jeffrey E Smith on celebrity burials and the marketing of cemeteries in 19th-century America; Diana Flatto on LGBT burials in Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, New York; Ralph Bailey on the stonecutter William T White (d.1870); and Kimberly R Jacobson on a motif from Francis Quarles’ Emblemes (1635) found on a gravestone in King’s Chapel Burying Ground, Boston, Mass.
Midland History, 2022, 47:3 (November)

A themed journal issue containing an introduction and 6 articles on death, memory and commemoration in the English midlands, 1600-1900. Contributions include Caroline Archer-Parré on the unorthodox burial and several exhumations of the Birmingham typographer John Baskerville (d.1775); Steven Andrew King on the treatment of the dead poor, 1750s-1880s; and Elizabeth T Hurren on the revival of floral commemoration from the 1890s.

Monumental Brass Soc Bulletin, 2023, 152 (Feb)/153 (June)

Contributions to these issues include, in 152, Nigel Saul on two genealogical inscriptions to members of the Ormond and Chaworth families at Alfreton, Derbs., and Launde Priory, Leics.; Grant Elliott on the brass of Lady Margery Arundell (d.1420) at Antony, Cornwall; and Kevin Herring on the brasses of Hans von Dörnberg (d.1506) and his two wives at Marberg-an-der-Lahn, Germany; and in 153, Sally Badham on the brass to Philippa de Beauchamp (d.1383) at Necton, Norfolk; Stephen Freeth and Martin Stuchfield on a newly discovered indent at Mundon, Essex; Philip Whittemore on the brass to Katherine née Courtenay, afterwards Huddesfeld (d.1515) at Shillingford, Devon; and Mike Good on a Latin inscription to George Estye (d.1601) at Bury St Edmund’s, Suffolk.
Charles E Nelson & Theodore W Pietsch, 2022, ‘Sir John Hill (1714-1775): where was he buried?’, Archives of Natural History, 49:2, 419-22 
On the conflicting evidence for the burial of the botanist, physician and actor Sir John Hill – traditionally supposed to have been at Denham, Bucks., but perhaps more probably at St James’s church, Piccadilly, London.
Ludovic Nys, 2023, ‘Le gisant présumé de Béatrice d’Avesnes (†7 février 1321), mère de l’Empereur Henri VII de Luxembourg, au musée des Beaux-Arts de Valenciennes’, Revue du Nord, 105:446, 331-53
A reappraisal of two fragmentary gisant effigies found in 1973 on the site of the Dominican convent in Valenciennes – one identified as Simon de Lalaing (d.1386); the other (including a head only recently reunited with the torso) as the convent’s founder, Béatrice d’Avesnes (d.1321).
John Pitcher, 2022, ‘Burying Mountjoy and Penelope Rich: King James, the heralds and a counter-statement from the poet Samuel Daniel’, J Warburg & Courtauld Institutes, 85, 71-112
On the controversies surrounding the commemoration of Charles Blount, Baron Mountjoy, Earl of Devonshire (d.1606), whose marriage to his lover, Lady Penelope Rich, was annulled by James I. His funeral was held in Westminster Abbey, but he was buried in the Greyfriars church, London.

Bart Ramakers & Edward H Wouk (eds), 2022, Art & Death in the Netherlands, 1400-1800, Netherlands Yearbook for History of Art 72 (Brill: Leiden. 368pp; many colour illus; ISBN 978-90-04-53374-5; hbk; €149)

A collection of 11 essays, including Andrew Murray on ideas of mourning in the tombs of Philip the Bold (d.1404), John the Fearless (d.1419) and Margaret of Bavaria (d.1424); Aleksandra Lipińska on the role of materials in the visualisation of death in early modern Netherlandish monuments; Elise Philippe on the monuments of Ghent’s bishops; Anna Lisa Schwartz on the death and funeral of Willem IV, Prince of Orange (d.1751); and Sandra Hindriks on pictorial illusion as a strategy of memento mori. RCM
Cecilia Rodéhn, 2022, ‘The emotional heritage of psychiatric hospital and asylum cemeteries as constructed in and through academic texts’, International J Heritage Studies, 28:9, 1002-16

An analysis of 49 scholarly articles and books, published 1996-2020, relating to institutional cemeteries. The author argues that such works have tended to build a heritage of regret, and to incentivise conservation and the instalment of monuments.

Patrick J Ryan, 2020, ‘The tomb of Miler Magrath: the monument and the message’, J Royal Soc of Antiquaries of Ireland, 150, 257-73

A study of the tomb of the Protestant Archbishop Miler Magrath (d.1622) in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cashel. It bears the relocated effigy of a pre-Reformation Catholic archbishop – tentatively identified as Edmund Butler (d.1551) – and iconography and an inscription focused on Magrath’s earlier Catholic career.
Fran Sands, 2022, ‘Robert Adam’s female patrons’, Georgian Group J, 30, 91-124

A survey of works by Adam patronised by women and represented by drawings in Sir John Soane’s Museum. They include 6 funerary monuments at locations including Westminster Abbey and Worcester Cathedral; and a mausoleum and monument to the 1st Earl of Shelburne (d.1761) at Bowood, Wilts.
Arnaud Schoonheer, 2022, ‘Les tombeaux de Viollet-le-Duc ou l’ultime hommage d’un architecte à ses collaborateurs et amis’, Les Cahiers d’Histoire de l’Art, 20, 93-103

A review of 5 tombs and mausolea designed by the architect Eugène Viollet-le-Duc (d.1879) for members of his artistic and cultural circle.
Nicholas Stanley-Price, 2021, ‘The sacrosanct status of the graves of Keats and Shelley in the 20th century’, Keats-Shelley Review, 35:1, 64-79

An account of the reverence shown towards the graves of the poets John Keats (d.1821) and Percy Bysshe Shelley (d.1822) in the Protestant Cemetery at Rome, including their interest for visitors, and measures taken to protect them.

Nicholas Stanley-Price, 2022, ‘Memorial sculpture in the Protestant Cemetery at Rome: new discoveries and an inventory of identified works’, Opuscula: Annual of the Swedish Institutes at Athens and Rome, 15, 189-219

An inventory and appraisal of over 130 monuments in this cemetery (opened 1716) for which the sculptor, designer or foundry can be identified. A significant proportion of artists were non-Italian, and the implications of this are discussed.
Cathy Stoertz, 2023, ‘Two gentlemen of Swalcliffe: 17th century polychrome monuments in Swalcliffe church’, Cake & Cockhorse [J Banbury Hist Soc], 25, 16-25
An account of two recently conserved mural monuments at Swalcliffe, Oxon., commemorating Richard Wykeham (d.1635) and his wife Anne Holbrock (d.1649), and John Duncomb (d.1645) and his wife Elizabeth Hawten (d.1646).
Harry Tummers, 2023, Kanunniken en hun grafmonumenten in Nederland, Nijmeegse Kunsthistorische Studies 30 (SPA Uitgevers: Zwolle. 205pp; many colour & b/w illus; ISBN 978-90-89-32076-6; hbk; €39.95)

A study of the tomb monuments of secular canons in Dutch churches, including wall memorials (epitafen) and floor slabs. A catalogue details all extant examples from the 14th to 18th centuries. RCM
Emma J Wells, 2022, ‘The sensory experience of English local shrines: a “synaesthetic follow-up”’, Church Archaeology, 22 (for 2018), 69-80

An exploration of the sensory experience of the medieval pilgrim to local shrine sites. The author argues that the architectural and structural features of shrines and their environments reflect a demand for interaction in devotion.

James Wisdom, 2022, ‘An aristocratic funeral: the mourning & burial of Sir John Maynard of Gunnersbury 1690’, Brentford & Chiswick Local History J, 31, 15–18

An account of the elaborate heraldic funeral of Sir John Maynard (d.1690), lawyer and politician, of Gunnersbury House, Middx., drawing on records of expenditure on the event.
