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J R L Allen, 2022, ‘Graveyard markers: geological explorations in the main burial grounds of the Reading area’, Berkshire Archaeol J, 86, 155-70

A survey and analysis of the stone-types used for gravemarkers in 9 churchyards and cemeteries in the Reading area from the late 18th to late 20th centuries. Trends in client choices are related to broader socioeconomic conditions, including wars and economic depressions.

Christian Attard, 2022, The Art of Dying Well: visual culture in times of piety and plague: Malta 1675-1814 (Kite Group: Malta. 475pp; many colour illus; ISBN 978-9918-23-055-6; hbk; €95)

A contextual study of artistic and cultural responses to death in a period framed by two devastating plague bouts, including discussions of the soul, purgatory, cults and customs. Tomb monuments provide a significant strand of evidence.

Sally Badham, 2022, ‘A lost carved cadaver monument to a member of the Norton family at St Peter’s, Bristol’, J British Archaeol Ass, 175:1, 183-202

A study, based on documentary evidence and comparanda, of a lost double-decker cadaver monument from St Peter’s church (gutted by bombing in the Second World War). The subject is identified as either Thomas I Norton (d.1435) or Thomas II (d.1449), and the monument as a notably early example.

Séamus Bellew, 2018, ‘Decorated gravestones in County Louth by Patrick Corrigan’, Co. Louth Archaeological & Historical J, 29:2, 236-69

A survey of some 19 late 18th- and early 19th-century headstones in County Louth signed by the sculptor Patrick Corrigan (d.1831), and others attributed to him or in a similar style. Many depict crucifixion, Nativity or Last Judgment scenes.
Carole P Biggam & Kirsten Wolf (eds), 2021, A Cultural History of Color, 6 vols (Bloomsbury Academic: London. 1760pp; 185 b/w, 181 colour illus; ISBN 9781474273732; hbk; £440) 

A multi-authored and interdisciplinary history of colour in western culture over 5000 years. Each chronological volume contains commonly themed chapters, including ‘Religion and ritual’, ‘Art’ (with discussion of polychrome sculpture) and ‘Architecture and interiors’.

Geoff Brookes, 2021/2022, Grave Tales from Wales: more ‘Stories in Welsh Stone’ [2 vols] (Llyfrau Cambria Books: Llandeilo. 185/222pp; c.50 colour illus in each; ISBN 978-1-8384289-2-1/978-0-9932299-3-0; pbk; £15)
Two popular tours of graves and gravestones in Wales. The volumes cover a total of 66 sites, predominantly 19th- and early 20th-century in date, with the focus on the human stories behind the graves, including disasters, riots and murders.

Saša Čaval, 2021, ‘Social landscapes as multicultural spaces: stećci in Bosnia and Herzegovina’, Antiquity, 95:380
A preliminary report on SOLMUS, a research project studying stećci – tombstones of the 12th to 16th centuries. Over 70,000 have been recorded in the Western Balkans, in a variety of forms, and spanning ethnic boundaries.

Paul Cavill, 2021, ‘Mortuary dues in early sixteenth-century England’, Continuity and Change, 36:3, 285-308
A review of the history of mortuaries (death duties owed to parish priests) in England, with a focus on their restriction and regulation by act of parliament in 1529.

John Clarke & Peter Hodgkinson, 2022, Norwood and the Great War: reflections on military and social history (Friends of West Norwood Cemetery: West Norwood. 400pp; 15 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 9781910722169; pbk; £15)

A guide to over 600 graves and commemorations at West Norwood Cemetery with Great War connections, including burials and cremations of those who died on active service, those named on family memorials, and details of memorials now lost.
Timothy P Connor, 2022, ‘A last Easter sepulchre: Thomas Wever and St Mary’s Church, Tarrant Hinton, Dorset’, Antiquaries J, 102, 342-69
A reappraisal of this defaced and probably unfinished Easter sepulchre. It was apparently commissioned by the rector, Thomas Wever alias Trotteswell (d.1536), and shows the influence of Italianate and French design.
John Crook, 2022, ‘Medieval royal and episcopal burials in Winchester Cathedral’, Antiquaries J, 102, 134-62

An initial report, drawing on documentary and physical evidence, of up to 25 kings, queens and bishops of the 7th to 11th centuries purportedly buried in Winchester Cathedral, whose remains may be contained in 6 mortuary chests in the presbytery. Scientific analysis of the skeletal material continues.
Marjan Debaene (ed), 2022, Alabaster Sculpture in Europe (1300–1650) (Brepols: Turnhout. 312 pp; 360 colour illus; ISBN 978-1-912554-92-8; hbk; €100)

A multidisciplinary volume published to accompany an exhibition at Museum M, Leuven, addressing both the nature of alabaster and its uses. Contributions include Jessica Barker on alabaster as a material for funerary monuments.
Carla De Bernardi & Lalla Fumagalli, 2021, The Monumentale Cemetery of Milan: an open-air museum: guide, trans Laura Monastier (Editoriale Jaca Book: Milan. 216pp, 193 illus, mostly colour; ISBN 978-88-16-60649-4; pbk; €18)

A guide to this large cemetery, opened in 1866, which contains monuments created by many prominent Italian architects and sculptors. Translated and revised from the Italian edition of 2017.

Philippe Diest, 2022, ‘Des morts sous-estimés? La reconaissance des victimes civiles de la première guerre mondiale sur les monuments aux morts du Nord’, Revue du Nord, 104:444, 421-50

A survey and analysis of the commemoration of non-combatant civilian dead on public First World War memorials in northern France and Flanders.

Colm Donelly, Eileen Murphy, Dave McKean & Lynne McKerr, 2020, ‘Migration and memorials: Irish cultural identity in early nineteenth-century Lowell, Massachusetts’, International J of Historical Archaeology, 24:2, 318-41

A study of Irish immigration to this industrial town, and ideas of religious and ethnic identity, based on an analysis of the iconography and epitaphs on slate headstones in St Patrick’s Cemetery (opened 1832).

Antje Fehrmann, 2022, ‘Ymago episcopi elevata cum circumscriptione. Das Grabmal des Bischofs Heinrich II. von Bocholt im Dom zu Lübeck’, in Klaus Gereon Beuckers & Jochen Hermann Vennebusch (eds), Hans Apengeter: Norddeutscher Bronzeguss des 14. Jahrhunderts im Kontext (Schnell & Steiner: Regensberg. 368pp; 100 colour illus; ISBN 978-3-7954-3603-2; hbk; €76), pp. 190–211

A study of the bronze effigial monument of Prince-Bishop Heinrich II von Bocholt (d.1341) in Lübeck Cathedral, within a collection of essays on its creator, the north German bronze caster Hans Apengeter.
Jana Gajdošová, 2022, ‘Restaging remnants of the past: royal sculpture in Charles IV’s Prague’, Gesta, 61:2, 223-43

A study of the manipulation of dynastic history in two projects overseen by the Emperor Charles IV (d.1378): the sculptural programmes on the towers of the Charles Bridge and the tomb effigies of Přemyslid rulers in Prague Cathedral.

Charlotte Gauthier (ed.), 2022, 900 Years of St Bartholomew’s: the history, art and architecture of London’s oldest parish church (Paul Holberton Publishing: London. 304pp; 100 colour illus; ISBN 978-1-915401-03-8; pbk; £45)

Contributors to this volume published to mark the priory’s 900th anniversary include Christian Steer on its medieval funerary monuments; and Jon Bayliss on its early modern monuments. RCM
Robert Hutchinson, 2022, ‘Iconoclasm and profit: sales of despoiled monumental brasses and tombs in London, 1547-53’, Antiquaries J, 102, 316-41

An analysis, drawing on documentary and physical evidence, of the despoilation and re-use of brasses and stonework from tombs in London churches during the reign of Edward VI. The author estimates a possible 700-812 brasses lost.

Rachel Ives, 2021, ‘Investigating botanical tributes in post-medieval British burials: archaeological evidence from three burial grounds’, International J of Historical Archaeology, 25:4, 1142-64

An archaeological analysis of floral and plant-based tributes included in funerary rituals, based on evidence from burial grounds at Surbiton and Egham, both Surrey, and Bethnal Green, London.
Sophie Kelly, ‘2022, The Black Prince, the Trinity, and the art of commemoration’, British Art Studies, 23
A study of Trinitarian imagery in the memorialisation of Edward the Black Prince (d.1376), including on the tester above his tomb in Canterbury Cathedral. The wider impact of the prince’s memorialisation on funerary culture is also considered.

Cheryl Kerry, 2022, ‘Honour, memory and lineage: remembering the English Civil War through funeral memorials’, History, 107:377, 651-71

A discussion of the ideological messages conveyed by monuments commemorating participants on both sides in the English Civil War, and by monuments to family members into the early 18th century.
Ian Kuijt, Meredith S Chesson, Sara Morrow, Diarmuid Ó Giolláin & Ryan Lash, 2021, ‘The good death and the materiality of mourning: nineteenth- to twentieth-century coastal Ireland’, International J of Historical Archaeology, 25:2, 333-74

A study focused on the island of Inishark, Co. Galway, exploring the use made of everyday material culture in late 19th- and early 20th-century wakes, funerals and other mortuary rituals.

Elizabeth Lastra, 2021, ‘Confronting premature death: Cluny, Arthur Kingsley Porter, and the tomb of Alfonso Ansúrez’, Word & Image, 37:4, 323-36

A reappraisal of the distinctive carved sarcophagus lid of the young nobleman Alfonso Ansúrez (d.1093), originally in the monastery of Sahagún, León, now in the Museum of San Isidoro de León. The author argues that it represents Alfonso’s reception of last rites, which he may not have received in life.
Rowena Leyland, 2022, ‘A critical site report on recreational landscapes: Wrexham Cemetery as a leisure space’, Welsh History Rev, 31:2, 281-99
A review of the evolution of Wrexham Cemetery, designed on garden cemetery principles and opened in 1876, examining its use for purposes of burial, memorialisation and recreation.
Jessica Lutkin & J S Hamilton (eds), 2022, Creativity, Contradictions and Commemoration in the reign of Richard II: essays in honour of Nigel Saul (Boydell: Martlesham. 324pp; 15 b/w illus; ISBN 9781783276172; hbk; £65)
Contributions to this festschrift include Chris Given-Wilson on the relationship (including commemorative rivalry) between Edward the Black Prince (d.1376) and Bertrand du Guesclin (d.1380); Kelcey Wilson-Lee on the brass of Margaret of Cieszyn (d.1416) and her husband Sir Simon Felbrigg (d.1442) at Felbrigg, Norfolk; Christian Steer on courtly burials accompanying the tomb of Queen Isabella (d.1358) at the Greyfriars church, London; and Jerome Bertram on the Drayton family and their brasses (now largely fragmentary) at Dorchester, Oxon. RCM
Monumental Brass Soc Bulletin, 2022, 151 (Oct)

Contributions include Richard Dellar on the Northwode brasses of c.1330 at Minster-in-Sheppey, Kent; Christian Steer on the incised slabs and brasses of St Bartholomew’s Priory, London; Mike Good on a brass-rubbing tour of Norfolk undertaken in 1971; and David Meara on the brass to Thomas Anson, Earl of Lichfield (d.1854), in Lichfield Cathedral.
Monumental Brass Soc Trans, 2022, 23

Contributions to this journal volume include Paul Cockerham on the lost brass of Abbot Paschal Huguenet (d.1399) in La Couture abbey church, Le Mans; Rosemary C E Hayes on the lost brass of Bishop William Alnwick (d.1449) in Lincoln Cathedral; Laura M Richmond on brasses of late medieval vowesses; Christian Steer on the inscription brass of John Fuller (d.1526) of Norwich, now in the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge; and David Meara on allusions to brasses in literature, art and film.
C B Newham, 2022, Country Church Monuments (Particular Books: London. 728pp; 471 colour illus; ISBN 9780241488331; hbk; £40) 
An illustrated survey of 365 outstanding monuments in rural churches in England and Wales, including biographical details of the deceased and the sculptors, and other contextual material. RCM

Stephen Price & Peter Walker, 2022, ‘The burial vaults and private chapel of the Berkeley family at St Leonard’s Church, Cotheridge’, Trans Worcestershire Archaeol Soc, 3rd ser 28, 149-82

A report of an archaeological investigation (also drawing on documentary evidence) of this former mortuary chapel, later vestry. It historically held the cenotaph of Thomas Berkeley (d.1669), portions of which survive. The vaults contain at least 9 coffins.
Dylan Rees, 2021, ‘The restoration of the Vaughan hatchment in Llandybïe parish church 2020’, Carmarthenshire Antiquary, 57, 132-5

A report on the funerary hatchment of Sir Henry Vaughan of Derwydd (d.1676), and its recent restoration.

Nicholas Riall, 2022, ‘High Renaissance Tudor monuments in Hampshire and the influence of Sebastiano Serlio: the Oxenbridge tomb at Hurstbourne Priors’, Hampshire Studies, 77, 111-38

A study of the elaborate effigial monument to Sir Robert Oxenbridge (d.1574) and his wife Alice (d.1582-3), possibly crafted by Garrat Johnson the elder, and influenced by the publications of Sebastiano Serlio. It was restored in 1964 by Inger Norholt.
Cecilia Rodéhn, 2022, ‘The emotional heritage of psychiatric hospital and asylum cemeteries as constructed in and through academic texts’, International J of Heritage Studies, 28:9, 1002-16

An exploration, based on an analysis of 49 books and articles published between 1996 and 2020, of how scholars have constructed an emotional heritage of regret around unmarked and unidentified graves.
Jane Stewart, 2022, ‘The chantry chapels of Cardinal Beaufort and Bishop Waynflete in Winchester Cathedral’, J British Archaeol Ass, 175:1, 203-34

A consideration of the chantry chapels of Cardinal Beaufort (d.1447) and Bishop Waynflete (d.1486), which once flanked the shrine of St Swithun. The author discusses their formal and conceptual interrelationships, and their roles in liturgical and devotional practice and commemoration.

Carew Treffgarne, 2022, ‘Elizabeth Creed’s legacy’, Northamptonshire Past & Present, 75, 7-19

An appraisal of the work of artist and philanthropist Elizabeth Creed (d.1728) as composer and/or painter of many epitaphs, memorials, benefactors’ tablets and altarpieces in churches in the Oundle area of north Northamptonshire.

Marjorie Trusted, 2022, Baroque Sculpture in Germany and Central Europe (1600-1770) (Brepols/Harvey Miller: Turnhout. 288pp; 150 colour, 3 b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-909400-95-5; hbk; €50)

The first English-language book devoted to baroque sculpture – in wood and stone, frequently polychrome, and including church monuments – in Central and German-speaking Europe.
Hugh Vaux, 2021, ‘Two Cumbrian chantries, Hutton-in-the-Forest (Bramwra) and Edenhall: a response to plague and economic change’, Trans Cumberland & Westmorland Antiquarian & Archaeol Soc, 21, 93-109
A study of two chantry foundations, one originally licensed to Thomas de Capella at Bramwra in 1311, but afterwards refounded at Hutton-in-the-Forest; the second of less certain origin at Edenhall. They are examined in the context of economic depression, cross-border raids from Scotland and the Black Death.
Rita Wood, 2021, ‘A grave-marker at Kirby Hill, North Riding’, Yorkshire Archaeol J, 93 (2021) 170-75

A discussion of a small 10th- or 11th-century grave-marker, now mounted within the church tower. It depicts a quadruped animal, which the author suggests may represent an Agnus Dei, and a prostrate human figure.

Victoria Yuskaitis, 2020, ‘Performative anchorite grave at St Anne’s, Lewes, Sussex’, Sussex Archaeol Collections, 158, 233-6

A discussion of a shallow and unused medieval ‘grave’, associated with an anchorite cell, reported in 1928 and now rediscovered. The author proposes that it was a ‘performative’ feature, intended to be knelt on as a reminder of death.
