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Oliver Harris, with contributions from Ann Adams, Philip Lankester, Nicola Lowe, Sophie Oosterwijk, Christian Steer and Jean Wilson. Suggestions for future issues may be sent to OliverDHarris@netscape.net.

RCM = To be reviewed in Church Monuments

AGS Quarterly, 45:3 (Fall 2021), 45:4 (Winter 2021) [Bulletin of the Ass for Gravestone Studies]

These two newsletter issues include several articles themed around the graves of criminals, including John Dillinger (d.1934), Ed Watson (d.1910); ‘Dapper Don’ Collins (d.2002) Leo Koretz (d.1925), the ‘Black Donelly’ family of Ontario, and the Flat Earth proponent Joseph Holden (d.1910).
David Arnold, 2021, Burning the Dead: Hindu nationhood and the global construction of Indian tradition (Oakland: University of California Press. 268pp; 18 b/w illus; ISBN 9780520379343; hbk; £54)

A study of the practice of cremation in India and the South Asian diaspora in the 18th and 19th centuries, including its political symbolism, and its influence on the cremation debate in Britain.
Jessica Barker, 2021, ‘A book-bound voice: liturgical books and the commemoration of the dead’, in Julian Luxford (ed.), The Medieval Book as Object, Idea and Symbol, Harlaxton Medieval Studies 31 (Shaun Tyas: Donington. 384pp; 163 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-1-907730-90-0; hbk; £49.50), pp.200-23
A study of the place of liturgical books in funerary and commemorative rites, including their representation on monuments. Case studies include the tombs of Bishop John Marshall (d. 1498) in Llandaff Cathedral, and of the 5th Earl of Arundel (d.1415) and his countess (d. 1439) at Arundel, Sussex.
Delphine Boyer-Gardner, 2020, ‘Un silence monumental: l’épitaphe d’un évêque sans nom à la Cathédrale Saint-Pierre d’Angoulême (XIIe siècle)’, Bulletin Monumental, 178:4, 457-69

An investigation into an early 12th-century epitaph to an unidentified bishop inscribed in an alcove in Angoulême Cathedral. The author identifies Bishop Girard as its most likely subject.
Stephen Callaghan, 2020, Birr Military Cemetery: a history of the cemetery and those interred there (Offaly County Council Heritage Office: Tullamore. 240pp; 120 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-1-9163287-2-3; pbk; €20)
A study of this military cemetery, associated with Birr Barracks, County Offaly, in use from 1853 to 1919. Only 52 memorials survive, but the author lists other burials, and discusses further military memorials in the vicinity. 

Stuart Cawthorne, 2022, St Lawrence Whitchurch: its memorials and its people (Phillimore Book Publishing: Bognor Regis. 272pp; many illus; ISBN 978-1-8384510-1-1; pbk; £15). Available from stuartcawthorne@btinternet.com .
An exploration of the monuments of this church at Little Stanmore, Middx., including the baroque mausoleum of the Dukes of Chandos (erected 1735), and many others. RCM
John M Clarke, 2021, Brookwood’s Mausolea (John Clarke. 36pp; 36 illus, mainly colour, 2 maps; ISBN 9781838130817; pbk; £5) Available from www.john-clarke.co.uk/mausolea.html

An illustrated booklet surveying the 35 surviving mausolea at Brookwood Cemetery, Surrey, with briefer entries for 3 structures that no longer survive.

Jill Cobley (ed.), 2022, James Davidson’s East Devon Church Notes, Devon & Cornwall Record Soc 64 (Boydell & Brewer: Martlesham. 440pp; 8 b/w illus; ISBN 978-0-90185-302-8; pbk; £30)

A survey of 110 East Devon churches compiled by the antiquarian James Davidson between 1826 and 1844. Includes details of monuments and inscriptions, and editorial notes summarising what has since been altered or lost. RCM
Paul Cockerham, 2022, The Incised Effigial Slabs of the Pays de la Loire: bien graver et soufissaument (Shaun Tyas: Donington. 446pp; c250 colour illus; ISBN 978-1-907730-95-5; hbk; £40)

A study of incised slabs in the five départements of the Pays de la Loire. Includes a general discussion of the type, setting them in their social and artistic contexts, and a catalogue of 187 examples dating from the 13th to 17th centuries. RCM

Anne Curry & Susan Jenkins (eds), 2022, The Funeral Achievements of Henry V at Westminster Abbey: the arms and armour of death (Boydell: Martlesham. 294pp; 175 colour, 33 b/w illus; ISBN 9781783277179; hbk; £60)

11 essays centred on the tomb and chantry chapel of Henry V (d.1422), his funeral service, and his funeral achievements (helm, saddle, shield and sword). Includes both historical and technical approaches. RCM
James Doelman, 2021, ‘The lost funeral sermon of George Villiers, first Duke of Buckingham (d. 1628), discovered’, Seventeenth Century, 36:6, 915-33

A report on the funeral sermon for the Duke of Buckingham, the royal favourite assassinated in 1628, found in a manuscript at Edinburgh University. It was probably delivered by John Williams, Dean of Westminster.

A S G Edwards, 2021, ‘Stephen Hawes and the death of Henry VII’, Notes & Queries, 68:3, 260-61

A discussion of a 56-line poem commemorating Henry VII (d.1509), tentatively attributed to the poet Stephen Hawes, that may have been intended for display as a titulus over Henry’s tomb in Westminster Abbey.

Jason Edwards, Amy Harris & Greg Sullivan, 2021, Monuments of St Paul’s Cathedral 1796-1916 (Scala: London. 64pp; many colour illus; ISBN 978-1-78551-360-2; pbk; £7.95)

An illustrated guide to monuments of the long 19th century, many crafted by leading sculptors and artists, in one of Britain’s national pantheons. RCM
Jemma Field, 2021, ‘“Orderinge things accordinge to his majesties comaundment”: the funeral of the Stuart queen consort Anna of Denmark’, Women’s History Rev, 30:5, 835-55

An analysis of the funeral in Westminster Abbey of Anna of Denmark (d.1619), queen of James VI and I, with a focus on the use of its display and ceremonial for propaganda purposes.

Generaldirektion Kulturelles Erbe Rheinland-Pfalz, 2021, Kriegsgräberstätten in Rheinland-Pfalz: Den Toten zum Gedächtnis, den Lebenden zur Mahnung (Michael Imhof Verlag: Petersberg. 464pp; 705 colour, 63 b/w illus; ISBN 978-3-7319-1103-6; pbk; €39.95)

9 introductory essays and a detailed illustrated catalogue of 214 war cemeteries in Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany.

John G H Hanson, 2021, Reading the Gravestones of Old New England (McFarland: Jefferson, NC. 254pp; 68 illus; ISBN 978-1-4766-8545-8; pbk; $39.95) 

An exploration of epitaphs found in the burial grounds of 18th-century rural New England, with a focus on their literary sources, and on how these reflect their patrons’ lives and beliefs. RCM
Celia Heritage, 2022, Cemeteries and Graveyards: a guide for local and family historians in England and Wales (Pen and Sword: Barnsley. 248pp; 30 b/w illus; ISBN 9781526702371; pbk; £15)

A wide-ranging guide to the origins and development of cemeteries and graveyards, drawing on documentary and material evidence. Includes discussion of grave types, memorial designs, and undertakers’ and stonemasons’ records.

Madeline Hewitson, 2022, ‘The monument to Men Murdered in the Sinai Desert: empire and orientalism in St Paul’s Cathedral’, Sculpture J, 31:2, 155-74

An account of a mural brass text panel and associated ledger stone in St Paul’s Cathedral, London, commemorating three Britons and two native attendants killed on a diplomatic expedition during the Anglo-Egyptian Campaign of 1882.

Thomas Houlton, 2021, Monuments as Cultural and Critical Objects: from Mesolithic to eco-queer (Routledge: Abingdon. 294pp; 18 b/w illus; ISBN 9780367186753; hbk; £120)

A multi-disciplinary discussion of monuments of various kinds as political, psychical, social and mystical objects, drawing on critical theory, and referencing current debates over contentious monuments. RCM
Lisa Jefferson (ed.), 2022, The Register of the Goldsmiths’ Company: deeds and documents, c.1190-c.1666, 3 vols (Boydell Press: Woodbridge. 1717pp; 4 colour, 26 b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-78327-624-0; hbk; £450)

This edition of a register opened in 1417 (but incorporating copies of many earlier documents) includes a number of wills containing testamentary instructions for tomb monuments, obits and other funerary observances.
Titta Kallio-Seppä et al. (eds), 2022, Unusual Death and Memorialization: burial, space, and memory in the post-medieval north (Berghahn: Oxford. 308pp; 48 illus; ISBN 978-1-80073-602-3; hbk; £99)

10 essays on deviant forms of burial and commemoration. The geographical focus is Scandinavia, but extends to New York State and Moscow. Contributions include Harold Mytum on memorials to occupational deaths in Britain and Ireland; Titta Kallio-Seppä and Tiina Väre on disease cemeteries and urban planning in Finland; and Sarah Hoffman on folk-memories of unnatural death in Iceland. RCM
Tim Knox, 2022, ‘Sicilian salvage at Sharnbrook: the Magniac monuments by William Burges’, Burlington Mag, 164:1433 (Aug 2022), 768-73

A discussion of two monuments at Sharnbrook, Beds.: the churchyard mausoleum of the Magniac family, and the church monument of Hollingworth Magniac (d.1867) and his wife Helen (d.1859). Both were designed by William Burges, and incorporate baroque fragments of Sicilian origin. 

Jacques Le Maho, 2021, ‘Une dalle funéraire du xe siècle à Fécamp: la sépulture du prince Robert, fils de Richard Ier, duc de Normandie’, in P Bauduin, S Lebouteiller & L Bourgeois (eds), Les transferts culturels dans les mondes normands médiévaux (VIIIe–XIIe siècle): objets, acteurs et passeurs (Brepols: Turnhout. 363pp; 69 b/w, 7 colour illus; ISBN 978-2-503-59366-1; hbk; €90), pp.71-94

A discussion of a ledger stone found in 1718 in Fécamp, Normandy, and identified as commemorating Robert, infant son of Richard I (d.996), Duke of Normandy, and his first wife Emma of Paris (d.968). It is ascribed to a workshop in the Narbonne region.

David Lepine, 2022, ‘William Thornbury (d.1481), vicar of Faversham – and anchorite?’, Archaeologia Cantiana, 143, 228–46

An investigation – and ultimate rejection – of the claim that William Thornbury, vicar, spent his final years as an anchorite in the churchyard at Faversham, Kent. The iconography and inscription of his memorial brass are analysed in detail. 
Julian Litten (ed.), 2022, Studies on Hardwick Road Cemetery, King’s Lynn, from 1849 to the Present Day (Shaun Tyas: Donington. 198pp; many colour & b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-907730-93-1; pbk; £11.95)

A collection of 9 essays and appendices on this Norfolk cemetery, addressing its history, its notable burials, its Commonwealth War Graves, and its ecology. RCM 

Julian Luxford, 2021, ‘John and Johanna Ormond’s grave’, in Julian Luxford (ed), Tributes to Paul Binski: Medieval Gothic: art, architecture & ideas (Harvey Miller Publishers/Brepols: London/Turnhout. 439pp; many colour illus; ISBN 978-1-912554-74-4; hbk; €150), pp. 150-161 
A discussion of the monument to John Ormond (d.1503) and his wife Johanna (d.1507) at Alfreton, Derbs., which originally incorporated a verminous cadaver brass. Other elements of the monument survive, as does a draft specification. 
Sarah Blake McHam, 2021, ‘The genesis of the tomb of Doge Andrea Vendramin: Verrocchio’s unrealized project’, Artibus et Historiae, 84, 67-82

A study of early proposals for the tomb of Doge Andrea Vendramin (d.1478) in Venice, known from two drawings attributed to Andrea del Verrochio. An alternative design by Tullio Lombardo was eventually executed.
Michael Mann, 2021, ‘Park Street Cemetery, Calcutta (1766-1844)’, Die Gartenkunst, 33:2, 393-412

A study of this garden cemetery (originally known as the New Burial Ground), the design of which reflects emerging English ideas on cemeteries adapted to a local setting. 

Markers: J Ass Gravestone Studies, 2021, 37
Contributions to this journal volume include Jeffrey A Levy on the headstone to Nucassee Sun Bow Wootton in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Colorado; Marcus M Key on 17th- and 18th-century ‘black marble’ ledger stones from the Chesapeake Bay region; Christopher J Spicer on the lavish memorial to Annie Springthorpe (d.1897) in Kew, Melbourne, Australia; and Joy M Giguere on the mausoleum craze in ‘Gilded Age’ (late 19th-century) America.

Natalie Mears, 2022,  ‘Memorials of Queen Elizabeth I in early Stuart London’, Seventeenth Century, 37:1, 1-22

An analysis of some 38 memorials to Elizabeth I – including wall, panel or canvas paintings, and one window – erected in London parish churches between c.1606 and c.1633. Although sometimes interpreted as critiques of Jacobean foreign policy, the author proposes a range of meanings, including the memorialisation of patrons.

Michał Mencfel, 2022, ‘The poet’s skull: national trauma, a passion for graves, and the collecting of national memorabilia in nineteenth-century Poland’, J of the History of Collections, 34:1, 157-73

A discussion of the collecting of historical relics, including human remains from graves, in late 18th- and early 19th-century Poland. The author argues that such practices were considered acceptable in the context of the political crises affecting Poland at the time.
Dóra Mérai, 2020, ‘“This single slab of marble does not show you one single face”: funerary monuments from the Saint Michael Cathedral in Alba Iulia from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries’, Acta Historiae Artium, 61, 81–148

A study of monuments in the cathedral of Alba Iulia (Karlsburg), now in Romania, dating from the era of the Principality of Transylvania (1570–1711). They include ledger stones, mural monuments and effigial chest-tombs, with several commemorating members of the princely ruling families.

Ralph Moffat (ed.), 2022, Medieval Arms and Armour: a sourcebook. Vol. I: The Fourteenth Century (Boydell: Martlesham. 352pp; 49 colour, 3 b/w illus; ISBN 9781783276769; hbk; £60)

An authoritative compilation of primary sources (including wills, inventories, craft statutes, chronicle extracts etc), with a glossary, to help explain and contextualise arms and armour. Illustrations include tomb effigies and brasses.

Monumental Brass Soc Bulletin, 2021, 149 (Feb)/150 (June)

Contributions to these issues include, in 149, Philip Whittemore on the Martyn family brasses and tombs at Long Melford, Suffolk; and David Meara on the Victorian revival of the religious life as reflected in brasses; in 150, Sally Badham on an incomplete female figure brass from Ashby St Ledgers, Northants.; Jon Bayliss on a palimpsest fragment from Tideswell, Derbs., re-used as part of a sundial; and Kevin Herring on a brass to Provost Johann Rode (d.1477) at Bremen, Germany; and, split between both parts, Peter Flower on Reginald Grove, an early brass enthusiast.

James Scully, 2020, Forgotten Souls: memorials in Saint Rynagh’s Old Graveyard, Banagher, County Offaly (Offaly History: Tullamore. 192pp; 303 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-1-909822-22-1; pbk; €20)

A survey of 182 memorials, dating from 1576 to 1918, in this churchyard (closed 1924). Includes discussion of the history, archaeology and architecture of the site, stonework and lettering, and biographical details of the deceased.

Elizabeth Stice, 2020, ‘For kin and country: reader responses to uniformity of British war graves in The Times & civilian practices of wartime citizenship’, First World War Studies, 11:2, 141-60

An exploration of public responses, particularly through letters to The Times, to the evolving plans of the Imperial War Graves Commission for cemetery designs and headstone uniformity in the immediate post-war period.

Livia Stoenescu (ed.), 2020, The Interaction of Art and Relics in Late Medieval and Early Modern Art (Brepols: Turnhout. 185pp; 51 colour illus; ISBN 978-2-503-58398-3; hbk; €100)

8 essays addressing the interaction between art and relics. Contributions include Alison C Fleming on the tomb-shrine of St Francis Xavier (d.1552) in Goa, India; and Susanna B Simor on relics and the visualisation of the Christian creed, including discussion of the tomb of Emperor Henry II (d.1024), erected 1499-1513, in Bamberg Cathedral, and reliquary chapels elsewhere.
Georgia Vullinghs, 2021, ‘Fit for a queen: the material and visual culture of Maria Clementina Sobieska, Jacobite queen in exile’, Court Historian, 26:2, 123-43

Includes discussion of the two funerary monuments in Rome of Clementina Sobieska (d.1735), wife of the ‘Old Pretender’, James VIII/III: that of her precordia (organs) in the church of Santi Apostoli; and that of her body in St Peter’s Basilica.
Perin Westerhof Nyman, 2021, ‘Mourning Madeleine and Margaret: dress and meaning in the memorials for two Scottish queens, 1537 and 1541’, Scottish Historical Rev, 100:3, 359-77

A study of the differing use of mourning dress and display following the deaths of Madeleine de Valois (d.1537) and Margaret Tudor (d.1541), respectively wife and mother of King James V. Comparisons are drawn with practices in England, France and the Low Countries.
Peter Wingfield-Digby, 2022, Exeter Cathedral Memorials with Links to Empire (Peter Wingfield-Digby: Exeter. 148pp; 63 colour illus; ISBN 978-1-3999-1655-4; pbk; £10+p&p) Available from Bookbag, Exeter: contact info@bookbag.shop

An illustrated catalogue of 63 memorials in Exeter Cathedral with imperial associations, arranged by geographical region. The commemorated include soldiers, sailors, missionaries, explorers, administrators, and individuals connected with slave plantations. RCM
