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Oliver Harris, with contributions from Ann Adams, James Stevens Curl, David Kennett, Philip Lankester, Nicola Lowe, Sophie Oosterwijk, Brian Parsons and Christian Steer. Suggestions for future issues may be sent to OliverDHarris@netscape.net.

RCM = To be reviewed in Church Monuments

AGS Quarterly, 44:3 (Fall 2020), 44:4 (Winter 2020), 45.1 (Spring 2021) [Bulletin of the Ass for Gravestone Studies]

Contributions include, in issue 3, Karen Kruse on Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Kentucky; in issue 4, Judi Trainor on the Mountaineers’ Cemetery, Zermatt, Switzerland; Brian Johnson & Richard Wittmann on the Feriköy Protestant Cemetery, Istanbul; and Jim Freeman on Jewish Cemeteries on the Lido, Venice; and in issue 1, Siobhan Lavelle on Waverley Cemetery, Sydney; and Ryan M Seidemann on trees on the graves of Holavallagarour Cemetery, Reykjavik. 

Kaylee P Alexander, 2020, ‘Marbriers de Paris: the popular market for funerary monuments in nineteenth-century Paris’, Early Popular Visual Culture, 18:2, 127-48

An examination of the lower end of the funerary monuments trade in 19th-century Paris, including the stigmatisation of the marbriers as opportunistic, and of their clients as pursuing luxuries inappropriate to their station.
Adriano Aymonino, 2021, Enlightened Eclecticism: the grand design of the 1st Duke and Duchess of Northumberland (Paul Mellon Centre: London. 340pp; 305 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-1-913107-17-8; hbk; £50)

A study of the architectural and artistic patronage and collecting of Hugh Percy, 1st Duke of Northumberland (d.1786) and his duchess Elizabeth (d.1776). A chapter is focused on Elizabeth’s tomb monument in Westminster Abbey by Robert Adam and Nicholas Read. 
Gauvin Alexander Bailey, 2021, ‘The tomb of the marquis d’Ennery by Dominique Fossati in Port-au-Prince’, Burlington Mag, 163:1418 (May 2021), 416-27

An account of the imposing monument of the colonial governor Victor-Thérèse Charpentier, comte de Saint-Empire and marquis d’Ennery (d.1776), in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Although damaged in the 2010 earthquake, it remains substantially intact.
Jerome Bertram, 2019, Oxford Brasses: being an account of all monumental brasses and incised slabs extant or formerly extant in the University and City of Oxford; and Oxfordshire Brasses: being an account of all monumental brasses and incised slabs extant or formerly extant in the County of Oxford (Lulu: np. 239/354pp; many b/w illus; ISBN 978-0-244-74633-9/978-0-244-77630-5; pbk; £15.50/£19.50)

Two comprehensive descriptive catalogues of the brasses and incised slabs of the city and county of Oxford, of all dates.
Jerome Bertram, 2019, Kingdom of Sussex: monumental brasses, incised slabs and other sepulchral monuments of the middle ages, 2 vols (Lulu: np. 221/180pp; many b/w illus; ISBN 978-0-244-78966-4/978-0-244-50472-4; pbk; £12 each)

A catalogue of the brasses, slabs, inscriptions and monuments of Sussex, in two volumes covering, respectively, West and East Sussex. Post-medieval as well as medieval brasses are included.
Claudia Bolgia, 2020, ‘Between tradition and innovation: the sepulchral monument of Adam Easton at S. Cecilia in Trastevere’, in Miriam Wendling (ed), Cardinal Adam Easton (c.1330-1397): monk, scholar, theologian, diplomat (Amsterdam University Press: Amsterdam. 228pp; 55 illus, many colour; ISBN 978-94-6372-652-8; hbk; €109), pp.175-205

An attempt to recover the original location, appearance and meaning of the depleted effigial tomb of this English-born cardinal in Rome. Parallels are drawn with that of Cardinal Philippe d’Alençon (d.1397) in the church of Santa Maria in Trastevere.
Gerardo Boto Varela, Isabel Escandell & Esther Lozano Lopez (eds), 2019, The Memory of the Bishop in Medieval Cathedrals: ceremonies and visualizations (Peter Lang: Bern. Illus; ISBN 978-3-0343-3450-1; pbk; £74)

Essays themed around the funerary, artistic, literary and ritual commemoration of medieval bishops within their cathedrals, and the extent to which it was self-fashioned. RCM
Jessica Brantley, Stephen Perkinson & Elizabeth C Teviotdale (eds), 2021, Reassessing Alabaster Sculpture in Medieval England (De Gruyter: Berlin. 296pp; 43 b/w, 66 colour illus; ISBN 978-1-50151-812-6; hbk; £102.50)

A collection of 9 essays considering devotional alabaster images within the context of current art-historical discourse. RCM

Oronzo Brunetti, 2020, ‘La carriera di uno scalpellino nel Settecento: Francesco Cerotti, da Settignano a Roma’, Mitteilungen des Kunsthistorischen Institutes in Florenz, 62:2/3, 237-65

On the Florentine stonemason Francesco Cerotti (d.1768), who established workshops in Florence and Rome, and whose output included a number of tomb monuments.

Matthew Byrne, 2021, The Treasures of English Churches: witnesses to the history of a nation (Shire: Oxford. 160pp; many colour illus; ISBN 978-1-78442-489-3; hbk; £20)

A celebration of the art and architecture of English churches, including monuments. Published in association with the National Churches Trust, and illustrated with photographs by the author. RCM
Monique Chatenet, Murielle Gaude Ferragu & Gérard Sabatier (eds), 2021, Princely Funerals in Europe, 1400-1700: commemoration, diplomacy, and political propaganda (Brepols: Turnhout. 365pp; 60 b/w, 21 colour illus; ISBN 978-2-503-58743-1; hbk; €90)

16 essays on the evolution of royal and princely funerary ceremonial across Europe in the late medieval and early modern periods. The focus is on theatre and spectacle, and the ways in which those who planned such events sought to engage the emotions of spectators. RCM
Tim Cockerill, 2021, ‘Oliver Cromwell and his connection with Ely Cathedral’, The Protector’s Pen (Cromwell Assn newsletter), 23:2 (July 2021), 11-12

A note of four monuments in Ely Cathedral, dating from 1557 to 1603, to members of the Steward and Lynne families (kin to Oliver Cromwell on his mother’s side), who claimed descent from the Scottish royal house of Stewart.
Mark Connelly & Stefan Goebel, 2020, ‘The Imperial War Graves Commission, the war dead and the burial of a royal body, 1914-32’, Historical Research, 93:262, 734-53

An account of the British policy of uniformity of treatment of the First World War dead; and the opposition it faced from Princess Beatrice (daughter of Queen Victoria) with regard to the grave of her son, Prince Maurice of Battenberg (d.1914), at Ypres.
Maxwell Craven, 2021, ‘The “mausoleum” of John Lombe at Derby’, Georgian Group J, 29, 99-108
A sadly inconclusive enquiry into the claim that John Lombe (d.1722), co-founder of the Derby Silk Mill, was buried in a summerhouse on an island in the River Derwent opposite his mill.

M J Crossley Evans, 2020, ‘The Chatterton memorial at St Mary Redliffe, Bristol’, Trans Bristol & Gloucestershire Archaeol Soc, 138, 326-7
An account of the churchyard monument to the poet Thomas Chatterton (d.1770), erected in 1839/40, twice temporarily removed (first in response to objections centred on Chatterton’s suicide; secondly for its own safety during the Second World War), and finally replaced in 1967 by an intramural tablet.
James Stevens Curl, 2021, St Michael’s Kirkyard, Dumfries: a Presbyterian Valhalla (Nerfl Press: Holywood. 228pp; 150 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-0-9529780-8-4; hbk; £70): available from the author at 15 Torgrange, Holywood, Co. Down BT18 0NG; email jscurl@btinternet.com 
A full-length study of this burial ground, with as many as 80,000 interments, drawing on its surviving monuments and on original architectural drawings. The book complements and expands on the author’s article on the same topic in Church Monuments 34. RCM
Clifford Davidson & Sophie Oosterwijk (eds), 2021, John Lydgate, The Dance of Death, and its model, the French Danse Macabre (Brill: Leiden. 280pp; 33 illus; ISBN 978-90-04-44259-7; hbk; €115)

A scholarly edition of John Lydgate’s poem The Dance of Death, including discussion of its visual inspirations (notably the 1424-5 danse macabre mural in Paris); with an edition and translation of Guy Marchant’s poem of 1485 on the same theme. RCM
Rachel Dressler, 2019, ‘Alabaster and agency: the tomb of Edward II in Gloucester Cathedral’, Mediaevalia, 40, 107-37

A discussion of the monument of Edward II (d.1327), with a focus on the turbulence of his reign and death, and on the novel use of alabaster for his effigy. The author argues that the stone may have been deliberately chosen to help sanctify his memory.

Clive J Easter, 2020, ‘The development of Roman military costume on English church monuments’, International J of Art and Art History, 8:1, 35-47

A review of the fashion for the portrayal of classical Roman military costume on commemorative sculpture from the early 17th century onwards, and its fall from favour after the mid 18th century.

Paul Elliott, 2020, ‘Death, landscape and memorialisation in Victorian urban society: Nottingham’s General Cemetery (1837) and Church Cemetery (1856)’, Trans Thoroton Soc, 124, 143-65

On the early histories of these two garden cemeteries (respectively interdenominational and Anglican), including their moral and public health objectives, the rationale of their landscaping, and their social divisions.
Ryan Espersen & Jay Haviser, 2019, ‘Cist graves on Saba: funerary traditions in the colonial Caribbean’, Antiquity, 93:371, 1322-38

A study of the distinctive use of stone cist graves (similar to those of prehistoric and medieval Europe) on the Dutch Caribbean island of Saba. Probably introduced by 17th-century British settlers, the practice continues to the present.

Lorraine Evans, 2020, Burying the Dead: an archaeological history of burial grounds, graveyards and cemeteries (Pen & Sword: Barnsley. 216pp; 32 b/w illus; ISBN 9781526706676; hbk; £19.99)

An overview of burial sites and practices, taking an international perspective and running chronologically from the Dark Ages to the present. Includes discussion of the iconography and meaning of gravemarkers.
Shirin Fozi, 2021, Romanesque Tomb Effigies: death and redemption in medieval Europe, 1000-1200 (Penn State University Press: University Park. 264pp; 16 colour, 80 b/w illus; ISBN 978-0-271-08719-1; hbk; $89.95)

A study of early effigial monuments in their artistic, social and theological contexts. The author argues that effigies tended to commemorate those who had suffered misfortune in life, offering in recompense a promise of eternal victory. RCM
Mercedes Gómez-Ferrer, 2020, ‘El sepulcro del Venerable Domingo Anadón en el Convento de Santo Domingo de Valencia (1609), obra Genovesa encargo del Conde de Benavente’, Espacio, Tiempo y Forma: Serie VII: Historia del Arte, 8, 397-416

An investigation into a monument commissioned in 1609 by Juan Alonso Pimentel, Duke of Benavente, for Domingo Anadon, a member of the Dominican friary of Valencia, from the Genovese sculptors Giuseppe Carlone and Oberto Casella.

Madeleine Gray & David Hale, 2021, ‘Dancing and dicing with Death: literary evidence for some lost wall paintings in Wales’, Trans Ancient Monuments Soc, 65, 7-19
An exploration of allusions in pre-Reformation Welsh poetry to possible representations of the Dance of Death or the figure of Death in wall paintings.
David Harry, 2019, Constructing a Civic Community in Late Medieval London: the common profit, charity and commemoration (Boydell: Woodbridge. 216pp; 1 b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-78744-475-1; hbk; £75) 
A study of the strategies by which the governing elite of London sought to maintain and project their authority from the late 14th century to the Reformation, including through commemoration and memorialisation.
Treleven Haysom, 2020, Purbeck Stone (Dovecote Press: Wimborne Minster. 312pp; 360 illus; ISBN 9780995546264; hbk; £35)

An authoritative study of the quarrying, shaping and use of Purbeck limestone – including so-called Purbeck Marble, and its use for tomb monuments. RCM
History, 2020, 105:367

A journal issue themed around medieval English saints and their cults. Contributions include Tim Tatton-Brown on the tomb-shrines of St Osmund (d.1099) at Old Sarum and Salisbury, including discussion of the effigies assigned to Bishops Roger le Poer (d.1139) and Jocelin de Bohun (d.1184); Louise J Wilkinson on the 13th-century cult of Thomas Becket (d.1170) at Canterbury, including his translation to a new tomb-shrine in 1220; and Ian L Bass on the cult of Thomas de Cantilupe (d.1282) at Hereford, focused on the miracles associated with his shrine.
Frank Matthias Kammel, Katja Putzer, Anna Pawlik & Elisabeth Taube (eds), 2020, Die Nürnberger Totenschilde des Spätmittelalters im Germanischen Nationalmuseum, 2 vols (Germanisches Nationalmuseum: Nuremberg. 939pp; 918 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-3-946217-20-6; hbk; €98)

A catalogue of 56 late medieval and early modern heraldic commemorative ‘death shields’, many sculptural, held in the Germanisches Nationalmuseum, with accompanying contextual essays. RCM
Uta Künzl et al., 2021, Vom Jammertal ins Paradies: Bestattung und Totengedenken am Altenburger Hof im 17. Jahrhundert (E. Reinhold Verlag: Altenburg. 288pp; many b/w & colour illus; ISBN 978-3-95755-053-8; hbk; €19.80)

8 interdisciplinary essays examining the lavish funerary and commemorative culture of the princely court in Altenburg in the 17th century, drawing on documentary and material evidence. RCM
Diana Lafflin, 2020, ‘Grave matters: what the landscape and architecture of Britain’s largest cemetery might tell us about Victorian values’, The Historian, 147 (Autumn 2020), 16-20

A discussion of Brookwood Cemetery (Surrey), established in 1854 to relieve the overcrowded graveyards of London, and the range of factors that influenced burial choices.

Ergün Laflı, Maurizio Buora & Denys Pringle, 2021, ‘Four Frankish gravestones from medieval Ephesus’, Anatolian Studies, 71, 171-84
A report of four Latin-inscribed grave slabs commemorating Italian residents of medieval Ephesus, probably associated with the Basilica of St John, Selçuk. Two, both late 14th-century, were published in 1937 but misdated; the other two, both mid-15th-century, were discovered in 2017.

Irving Lavin, 2021, The Art of Commemoration in the Renaissance, ed. Marilyn Aronberg Lavin (Italica: New York. 208pp; 152 b/w and colour illus; ISBN 978-1-59910-390-7; hbk; $50)

A study relating the emergence of Italian Renaissance art to changes in humanity’s perception of memory, history and self. Includes discussion of portrait busts, equestrian monuments, and funerary commemoration. RCM
David Lepine, 2021, ‘“Guns and roses”: the identity and “self-fashioning” of John Gunthorp, Dean of Wells (d.1498)’, The Ricardian, 31, 1-44

A study of Gunthorp’s fashioning and projection of his personal image and identity, including discussion of his heraldic tomb chest in Wells Cathedral.
Chris McCabe, 2019, The East Edge: nightwalks with the dead poets of Tower Hamlets (Penned in the Margins: London. 236pp; ISBN 978-1-908058-68-3; pbk; £9.99)

A poet’s investigation (in prose) into the ‘lost poets’ buried in Tower Hamlets Cemetery, London. This is the third in a series planned to cover London’s ‘Magnificent Seven’ cemeteries, following volumes on West Norwood (2014), Nunhead (2016), and an illustrated map recording 93 poets in all seven.
P J Marshall, 2021, ‘The Kentish associations of a great West Indian planter: Sir William Young (1725-1788) and his monument at Chartham’, Archaeologia Cantiana, 142, 105-17
An account of the life of Sir William Young, a plantation-owner in Antigua, St Vincent and Tobago, focused on the striking monument at Chartham (Kent) to his first wife, Sarah, and himself, by Michael Rysbrack.
Monumental Brass Soc Bulletin, 2021, 146 (Feb)/147 (June)
Contributions to these issues include, in 146, Nigel Saul on the brass of John Waltham (d.1395), Bishop of Salisbury, in Westminster Abbey; Philip Whittemore on the funerary agreement of William Gonson (d.1544), a suicide buried in St Dunstan-in-the-East, London; Sally Badham on expressions of philanthropy on post-Reformation brasses; and David Meara on the brass to Bishop William Vaughan (d.1902) in Plymouth RC Cathedral; and, in 147, David Lepine on John Rouceby (d.1388), a murder victim commemorated in Lincoln Cathedral; and Kevin Herring on the brass to Heinrich III von Werther (d.1397), originally in the St Martini hospital, Nordhausen, Germany.
Monumental Brass Soc Trans, 2020, 21

A journal volume published in part in tribute to the late Jerome Bertram, and including articles by him on Flemish brasses and slabs for English and Scottish clergy, and on the brass of John Waltham, Bishop of Salisbury (d.1395), in Westminster Abbey. Other contributions include Robert Kinsey on the 14th-century Creke brass at Westley Waterless, Cambs; Nicholas Orme on schoolmasters and pupils on pre-Reformation brasses; and Matthew J Sillence on antiquarian records of brasses in Norfolk, 1840-99.
Haude Morvan, 2021, ‘Sous les pas des frères’: les sépultures de papes et de cardinaux chez les Mendiants au XIIIe siècle (300pp; 37 b/w, 18 colour illus; ISBN 978-2-7283-1447-8; pbk; €40)
A study spanning the period 1250-1304, and covering sites in Italy and France, of the differing approaches of the Dominican and Franciscan orders towards the commemoration, both monumental and literary, of those popes and cardinals buried in their churches.

Emmanuel Moureau, 2020, ‘Le gisant du cardinal Pierre des Prés (1280-1361), une oeuvre du sculpteur Pierre Boye’, Hortus Artium Medievalium, 26, 336-43

A discussion of the marble effigy of Pierre des Près (d.1361), cardinal and vice-chancellor of the church under the Avignon papacy, in Montpezat-de-Quercy, Tarn-et-Garonne. It is attributed to Pierre Boye, who also sculpted the effigy of Pope Clement VI (d.1352) in La Chaise-Dieu abbey.

Catriona Murray, 2020, ‘The queen’s two bodies: monumental sculpture at the funeral of Anna of Denmark, 1619’, Sculpture J, 29:1, 27-43

An account of the interment in Westminster Abbey of Anna of Denmark, queen of James VI and I, with a focus on her wooden funeral effigy and the great hearse in the abbey, both crafted by Maximilian Colt.

Lena Cowen Orlin, 2021, The Private Life of William Shakespeare (Oxford University Press: Oxford. 448pp; 7 colour, 31 b/w illus; ISBN 978-0-192846-30-3; hbk; £30)

A chapter of this book is dedicated to Shakespeare’s monument in Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-Avon, and an appendix to comparable monuments elsewhere. The author argues that the sculptor was Nicholas Johnson (not, as previously thought, his brother Gerard), and was modelled from life.
Brian Parsons, 2021, London Cemeteries in Old Photographs (Brian Parsons: London. 94pp; nearly 190 b/w illus; pbk; £12) Available from the author at info@brianparsons.org.uk

A collection of archive photographs, mainly from early 20th-century postcards, of London cemeteries, their chapels, mausolea and graves. Published to complement the 6th edition of Parsons’ co-authored (with Hugh Meller) London Cemeteries: an illustrated guide and gazetteer (2021).

Richard Pears, 2020, ‘Image, identity and illusion: the Ridley monuments in St Nicholas Cathedral, Newcastle upon Tyne’, Archaeologia Aeliana, 5th ser 49, 241-59

A study of three monuments in St Nicholas’s Church (now Cathedral), Newcastle, to Matthew Ridley (d.1778) and his sons Sir Matthew White Ridley (d.1813) and Nicholas Ridley (d.1805), and their messages of prestige and authority. 

Elisabeth L Roark, 2021, ‘Mobility, meaning, and the monumental body: the Italian origin of two North American cemetery motifs’, Nineteenth-Century Art Worldwide, 20:1, 33-67

A study of the appropriation and reinterpretation for North American rural cemetery monuments of two designs, depicting a nude boy and girl, by the Florentine sculptor Luigi Pampaloni (d.1847). The boy was widely copied, while only one instance of the girl in known, in Charleston, South Carolina.
Peter F Ryder, 2020, ‘Some further medieval cross slabs, and other lapidary material, in Northumberland churches’, Archaeologia Aeliana, 5th ser 49, 199-227

A catalogue of previously unrecorded medieval cross slabs, slab fragments and related stonework, supplementing the corpus published by the author in the same journal between 2000 and 2003.

Christian Steer, 2021, ‘A veteran of Barnet Field: the last will and testament of Sir John Manyngham (d.1498)’, The Ricardian, 31, 73-93

An examination of Manyngham’s will, including provision for a tomb for himself and his wife, Isabelle (d.1521), at Holy Trinity Priory, Aldgate, London, and for other post-funerary commemoration. Probably a brass, the monument was lost by 1598.

Sylvia E Thornbush & Mary J Thornbush, 2020, Changing Landscapes in Urban British Churchyards (Bentham Books: Singapore. 286pp; 17 colour illus; ISBN 978-981-14-4124-0; hbk; US$58)

An exploration of changing patterns in headstone and inscription styles and motifs, based on a dataset of over 1,000 examples in 6 urban settings, in Oxford, York and Scarborough in England, and Dunbar, Inverness and Edinburgh in Scotland.

Marjorie Trusted & Joanna Barnes (eds), 2021, Toppling Statues (Public Statues & Sculpture Association: Watford. 160pp; 63 b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-8383976-0-9; pbk; £16)

11 papers from a 2020 webinar on the topical issue of monuments to individuals and ideals whose legacy is now contentious. The focus is on public sculpture, but Jean Wilson addresses the place of church monuments in the debate, and Jonathan Black discusses two war memorials by Charles Sargeant Jagger. RCM
Livia Visser-Fuchs, 2021, ‘The Rous Rolls and Edward of Middleham’s burial place’, The Ricardian, 31, 135-9

A discussion of the disputed burial place of Edward of Middleham (d.1484), son of Richard III, drawing on the evidence of the Latin version of the Rous Roll (revised after 1485), which places it at Middleham, North Yorks.
Catherine Emma Walden, 2019, ‘Preservation, restoration, and the tomb of the “founder” at Salisbury’, in Jennifer M Feltman & Sarah Thompson (eds), The Long Lives of Medieval Art and Architecture (Routledge: London. 361pp; 72 b/w, 17 colour illus; ISBN 9780815396734; hbk; £120), pp.261-80 
An account of the post-medieval fortunes of the monument in Salisbury Cathedral to Bishop Robert Bingham (d.1246) – traditionally misidentified as that of Bishop Richard Poore (d.1237) – through neglect, partial destruction, relocation in 1789, and restoration by Sir Gilbert Scott in c.1870.
Alexandra Walsham, Bronwyn Wallace, Ceri Law & Brian Cummings (eds), 2020, Memory and the English Reformation (Cambridge University Press: Cambridge. 448pp; 40 b/w illus; ISBN 978-1-108-82999-1; hbk; £90)

The 23 essays in this volume include one by Walsham on the post-Reformation lives of medieval standing crosses; and one by Peter Sherlock on the commemoration of the Reformation by a variety of monuments, including tombs.
Fergus Wessel, 2020, Headstones: advice and inspiration (Stoneletters Studio: Milton under Wychwood. 178pp; 185 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-1-78972-876-7; pbk; £12.99+p&p) Available to download for £5.99 at https://stoneletters.com/book

An illustrated guide by a practising monumental mason to choosing and personalising a headstone, covering aspects such as stone type, design, inscription and letterforms. RCM
