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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Oliver Harris, with contributions from Ann Adams, Sally Badham, Tony Carr, Nicola Lowe and Sophie Oosterwijk. Suggestions for future issues may be sent to OliverDHarris@netscape.net.

RCM = To be reviewed in Church Monuments

Richard Asquith, 2020, ‘“Executors bin couetous”?: The mysteries of the missing brass at St. Mary and St. Bartholemew’s, Hampton-in-Arden’, Hampton-in-Arden Local History Group Newsletter Supplement, 2,1-10

An investigation of this lost brass of c.1500 at Hampton-in-Arden (Warks., now West Midlands), believed to commemorate Richard Brokes and his wife Isota. The focus is on its rhyming inscription, warning against the covetousness of executors. Comparable examples are identified.

Nick Bellantoni, 2020, ‘And So the Tomb Remained’: exploring archaeology and forensic science within Connecticut's historical family mausolea (Oxbow Books: Oxford. 192pp; b/w, colour illus; ISBN 9781789255027; pbk; £30.00)

An account by the Connecticut State Archaeologist of investigations, prompted by restoration projects or by vandalism, at five 18th- and 19th-century mausolea, drawing on a range of archaeological and documentary evidence. RCM
Jerome Bertram (ed.), 2020, Mediaeval Inscriptions: the epigraphy of the City of Oxford, Oxfordshire Record Soc 74 (Boydell & Brewer: Woodbridge. 305pp; 29 b/w illus; ISBN 9780902509764; hbk; £35)

A comprehensive annotated catalogue of inscriptions in Oxford, extant and lost, from the 12th to mid-16th centuries, in media including stone, glass, wood, metal, paint, ceramics and textiles. A companion volume on the county of Oxfordshire will follow. RCM
Philip Booth & Elizabeth Tingle (eds), 2020, A Companion to Death, Burial and Remembrance in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe, c.1300-1700 (Brill: Leiden. 460pp; illus; ISBN: 978-90-04-36123-2; hbk; €229)

15 essays on evolving ideas of death, burial, the afterlife and remembrance. Contributions include Madeleine Gray on late medieval deathbed and burial rituals; Anna M Duch on medieval English royal funerals; Elizabeth Tingle on the Counter Reformation; Robert Marcoux on the late medieval body, liturgy, and tomb monuments; Christina Welch on images of death; and Jacqueline Eales & Ruth Atherton on funeral sermons in the British Isles and Germany. RCM
Tony Carr, 2020, ‘“Moste stately tombes”: four late-Elizabethan monuments and their designer’, Shropshire History & Archaeology, 95, 83-90

An investigation into the tomb-maker Walter Hancock (d.1599), responsible for the monument to Richard Herbert (d.1596) at Montgomery (Powys), and who is now proposed as designer of others at Condover (Salop), Ashley (Staffs), and a lost example at Atcham (Salop). Three of these tombs feature a cadaver.
Jane Clayton, 2019, ‘Looking for Anna: the search for Anne Paston’, Norfolk Archaeology, 48, 218

An enquiry into the elusive life of Anne Paston, daughter of John Paston III (d.1504) and (probably) his first wife Margery Brews, who is commemorated by a monumental brass in Oxnead church. Comparisons are drawn with two similar brasses of daughters of local gentry families who died young.

Joseph Connors, 2019, ‘The Portuguese Genealogy of Wenceslaus Hollar and the lost Lisbon monuments by François Duquesnoy’, Print Quarterly, 36:1, 17-30
The author uses a genealogical print by Wenceslaus Hollar of 1645, and a book on Roman music of 1639, to cast light on a set of sculpted ancestral memoriae commissioned from François Duquesnoy for a funerary chapel at São Bento in Lisbon by Manuel de Moura y Corte Real (d.1651), 2nd marquis of Castel Rodrigo.  

Matthew Craske, 2019, ‘Edmund Burke, the funeral monument and the making of a providential elite’, J Religious History, Literature & Culture, 5:1, 51-82

An examination of Edmund Burke’s role in the commissioning of funerary monuments from the early 1780s to his death in 1797, underpinned by a desire to vindicate his vision of his and his friends’ place in history. There is a focus on the commemoration of David Garrick (d.1779).

Andreas Dehmer, 2020, Aux Morts: Grabskulptur in Dresden 1880–1930 (Schnell & Steiner: Regensburg. 176pp; 142 colour, 1 b/w illus; ISBN 978-3-7954-3581-3; hbk; €35)

An appraisal of over 80 works of figural cemetery art in Dresden by about 50 sculptors, in styles ranging from historicism to expressionism. An excursus by Astrid Nielsen considers the commemoration of the dead of the First World War. RCM
Kenneth Ferguson, 2019, ‘Major-General Sir Ralph Ouseley (1772-1842), of the Portuguese service, and his family tomb’, Irish Sword, 32:127, 31-46

A study of this Irish soldier who rose to the rank of major in the British army, then major-general in the Portuguese army, and who died in Lisbon in 1842. He is commemorated by a monument in Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin.

Yves Hoffmann & Uwe Richter, 2020, Denkmale in Sachsen: Stadt Freiberg, Band IV: Altstadt (Michael Imhof Verlag: Petersburg. 640pp; 1,019 colour, 87 b/w illus; ISBN 978-3-7319-1018-3; hbk; €49.95)

A survey of the historic monuments of the Old Town of Freiberg, Saxony. A significant section is dedicated to the Cathedral, which contains the memorials of several 16th- and 17th-century rulers of Saxony and their families, including an important monument to Elector Moritz (d.1553).

Cecilia Ljung, 2019, ‘Early Christian grave monuments and ecclesiastical developments in 11th-century Sweden’, Medieval Archaeology, 63:1, 154-90

An analysis of changes in burial and commemorative practices in the 11th century, based on early Christian grave monuments in central Sweden. Different regional designs of rune-carved monuments appear to relate to differences in the process of Christianisation.

Markers: J Ass Gravestone Studies, 2020, 36
Contributions to this journal volume include Marjory O’Toole on the architect John Stevens’ influence on the burial grounds of Little Compton, Rhode Island; Madeline Bourque Kearin on indications of domination and resistance in the gravestones of people of colour; George Thomson & Patricia Williams on New Zealand’s early wooden gravemarkers; and Kathryn King & Emily Summers on kinship terminology on gravemarkers in Central Arkansas.

Monumental Brass Soc Bulletin, 2020, 145 (Oct)

Contributions to this issue include David Levine on rank and status among late medieval clergy as reflected on their brasses; Jonathan Welch on testamentary requests for brasses in Bedfordshire churches; and Manuel Parada López de Corselas on the relief bronze memorial to the 1st Marquess of Las Navas (d.1567) and his wife, now in Madrid, and its putative English influences..

Harold Mytum, 2020, ‘Commemoration and improvement: Parramatta St John’s Cemetery, New South Wales, in its context 1788−c.1840’, Antiquaries J, 100, 374-407

A study of the development of the oldest surviving British cemetery in mainland Australia, from its convict origins to colonial maturity, drawing on both documentary research and fieldwork. The author presents it as a pioneering experiment in secular control over burial.

Susie Nash, 2019, ‘The two tombs of Philip the Bold’, J Warburg & Courtauld Institutes, 82, 1-111

A reappraisal of the tomb of Philip the Bold (d.1404), Duke of Burgundy, originally in the Chartreuse de Champmol, Dijon. Drawing on archival and physical evidence, the author argues that there were in fact two tombs, the first of which was rejected, to be superseded by a second, which survives.

Ruth Nugent, 2020, ‘Burials in churches’, in Historic Churches, Building Conservation Directory Special Report on Historic Churches 27 (Cathedral Communications: Tisbury. 52pp; 59 colour illus; ISBN 978-1-912747-05-4; pbk; £5.95), pp. 30-33. Free download at https://www.buildingconservation.com/books/churches2020/
An overview of spatial patterns of intramural burials and monuments in churches, aimed in part at mitigating damage resulting from poorly informed interventions. The author leads ‘The Human Remains’ programme at the University of Liverpool.

Stephen Perkinson & Noa Turel (eds), 2020, Picturing Death 1200-1600 (Brill: Leiden. 420pp; 173 illus, mainly colour; ISBN 978-90-04-43002-0; hbk; €149)

16 essays on the visual culture of mortality. Several address aspects of transi monuments and the danse macabre, while other contributions include Robert Marcoux on effigies as non-naturalistic expressions of identity; Xavier Dectot on the origins of weepers; Katherine Boivin on two-storey charnel house chapels; and Jessica Barker on the role of sound in commemoration. RCM
Bart Ramakers (ed.), 2018, Memento Mori: Sterben und Begraben in einem ruralen Grenzgebiet / Sterven en begraven in een rurale grensregio, Historia Agriculturae 48 (University of Groningen Press: Groningen. 313pp; many illus; ISBN 978-94-034-1427-0; pbk; €20)
17 essays on the culture of death and burial in the German-Dutch coastal area around Groningen and East Frisia. Contributions include Justin Kroesen on medieval priests’ grave slabs; Heiko Suhr on the old reformed cemetery in Leer; Gert van Klinken on gravestone research in the northern Netherlands, 1760-1960; and Tineke Looijenga on ‘worm verse’ inscriptions. 13 essays are in German, 4 in Dutch.

Nigel Saul, 2020, Decorated in Glory: Herefordshire church building in the fourteenth century (Logaston Press: Eardisley. 176pp; 104 colour illus; ISBN 978-1-910839-46-1; pbk; £12.95)

An account of the Decorated period of Gothic architecture in Herefordshire and the Welsh Marches, from c.1290 to the Black Death and its aftermath, seen by the author as a ‘golden age’. Includes a section on church monuments.  RCM
Nigel Saul, 2020, ‘Who lies here: the tomb monument of an early-fourteenth century knight in Michelmersh church’, Hampshire Studies, 75:1, 56-62

The author proposes Sir Roger Woodlock, nephew of Henry Woodlock, Bishop of Winchester, as the most likely subject of this cross-legged military effigy, and considers his fortunes as a probable example of family advantage within the medieval church. 
R Schmitz-Esser, 2021, The Corpse in the Middle Ages: embalming, cremating, and the cultural construction of the dead body (Brepols/Harvey Miller: Turnhout. 760pp; illus; ISBN 978-1-909400-87-0; hbk; €150) 

An interdisciplinary study of the treatment of and attitudes towards the dead in medieval Europe, including the conservation, burial and destruction of the corpse. The work draws on evidence both archaeological and textual, ranging from canon law to literature.
Franciszek Skibinski, 2020, Willem van den Blocke: a sculptor of the Low Countries in the Baltic Region (Brepols: Turnhout. 394pp; 200 colour illus; ISBN 978-2-503-58489-8; hbk; €175)

A contextual study of the life and work of this Flemish sculptor, active in the Baltic region and central Europe from the 1560s to the 1620s. He is known for his sumptuous tomb monuments, including that of King John III of Sweden (d.1569) in Uppsala Cathedral.

Ruben Suykerbuyk, 2020, The Matter of Piety: Zoutleeuw’s church of Saint Leonard and religious material culture in the Low Countries (c. 1450-1620) (Brill: Leiden. 428pp; 172 colour illus; ISBN 978-90-04-42630-6; hbk; €65) Free download at https://brill.com/view/title/54729
A study of the devotional history, and of the art and material culture, of this exceptionally well-preserved Flemish pilgrimage church, through the eras of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation. RCM
Eric Tourigny, 2020, ‘Do all dogs go to heaven? Tracking human-animal relationships through the archaeological survey of pet cemeteries’, Antiquity, 94:378, 1614-29. Accessible online at https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2020.191
An exploration of relationships between humans and animals through a study of the monuments and inscriptions in four pet cemeteries: two in Greater London, at Hyde Park (established 1881) and the PDSA cemetery at Ilford (1920s); and two near Newcastle upon Tyne, at Northumberland Park, North Shields (1948) and Jesmond Dene (1969).
Nicolas Wheatley, 2020, Final Journey: the untold story of funeral trains. History Press: Cheltenham (304pp; many b/w, 17 colour illus; ISBN 978-0-7509-9433-0; pbk; £20)
An account of the use of railways to transport the dead to their final resting place, for reasons both pragmatic and ceremonial. Includes discussion of dedicated rail access to cemeteries, and of the design of ‘coffin carriages’.
Sascha Winter, 2018, Das Grab in der Natur: Sepulkralkunst und Memorialkultur in europäischen Gärten und Parks des 18. Jahrhunderts (Michael Imhof Verlag: Petersberg. 520pp; 364 colour, 159 b/w illus; 978-3-7319-0730-5; hbk; €119) 

A pan-European study of 18th-century sepulchral and memorial art and architecture in gardens, parks and other natural settings, conceived in relation to nature and landscape. The author draws on a range of literary and artistic sources, works of garden theory, and surviving examples.
Niamh Wycherley, 2018, ‘Latin and Irish words for “graveyard” in medieval Ireland’, Peritia: J Medieval Academy of Ireland, 29, 201-18

A discussion of terms for burial places in medieval Irish sources. The author proposes that the cult of relics and bilingualism both helped shape the distinctive modern Irish word reilig.
